
ADVENT WREATH DEVOTION:  Week of November 29, 2020 

The First Candle:  Hope 

 

Click HERE for a printable version of this week's Advent Wreath 
Devotional 

Either by yourself or with family/others:    Light the first purple or blue 
candle  

The Advent Litany 

The Spirit and the Church cry out:  COME, LORD JESUS. 

All those who await his appearance pray:  COME, LORD JESUS. 

The whole creation pleads:  COME, LORD JESUS 

  

The Primary Verse:  Romans 15.12-13 

And again Isaiah says,  “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to 
rule the Gentiles; 



in him the Gentiles shall hope.”  May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace in believing, so that you may mourn in hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Commentary 

Paul’s first quotation is from Psalm 117.  This is one of the psalms central 
to the Passover Meal.   Paul takes the quotation from Isaiah 11.10-16.  The 
shoot from the root of Jesse (King David’s grandfather) is a person, not a 
dynasty.  We associate the shoot with Jesus.  The first part refers to non-
Jews who will inquire about God.  More significant is the fact that Paul, 
through Isaiah, refers to a hope that is grounded in the Exodus from 
Egypt.  We look forward to a second Exodus that will come in the form of a 
‘gathering’.   

God will extend his hand a second time to gather a remnant from Pathos - 
upper Egypt, Shinar - Babylonia, the coastlands - the Aegean Sea and its 
islands, the tongue of the sea - The Red Sea, and the River - The 
Euphrates.  In other words all along the Fertile Crescent.  The reference to 
the Philistines, the Ammonites, the Edomites, and the Moabites is a 
reference to the long-standing enemies of Israel. 

Wherein does our real hope lie?  Politics, the goodwill of others, 
knowledge, and science may give us some hope but ultimate hope is what 
Isaiah points to - the eternal, unconditional love of God expressed in Jesus, 
our Savior. 

Reflection: 

•        Have there been occasions when you have been able to share the 
hope that comes to you through the Christmas Story?  

•        Are there particular memories, songs, symbols or activities that 
uplifted that hope?  What are they?  

The Canticle:  Listen! You nations of the world! 

This Canticle could be spoken as a prayer or sung LBW 14 



Refrain:       Listen! You nations of the world: listen to the Word of the 
Lord.  Announce it from coast to coast; declare it to distant 
islands. 

1.    The Lord who scattered Israel will gather his people again; and he 
will keep watch over them as a shepherd watches his 
flock.  [refrain] 

2.    With shouts of joy they will come their faces radiantly happy, for 
the Lord is so generous to them; he showers his people with 
gifts.  [refrain] 

3.    Young women will dance for joy, and men young and old will 
make merry.  Like a garden refreshed by the rain, they will never 
be in want again.  Break into shouts of great joy; Jacob is free 
again!  Teach nations to sing the song; “The Lord has saved his 
people!” .  [refrain] 

 


