
ADVENT WREATH DEVOTION:  Week of December 6, 2020 

The Second Candle:  Faith 

 

Click HERE for a printable version of this week's Advent Wreath 
Devotional 

Either by yourself or with family/others: Light the first and second purple or 
blue candles. 

Advent Litany 

The Spirit and the Church cry out:  COME, LORD JESUS. 

All those who await his appearance pray:  COME, LORD JESUS. 

The whole creation pleads:  COME, LORD JESUS. 

Primary Verse:  Luke 11.10-13 

Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish will give a 
snake instead of a fish!  Or if the child asks for an egg , will give a 
scorpion?  If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask him! 



Commentary 

This verse comes at the conclusion of Jesus’ comments about prayer.  He 
began this section with the offering of what we call ‘the Lord’s Prayer’ as a 
model for prayer.  This is followed by encouragement that we persist in 
prayer, even when it seems like our prayers are not answered. 

Jesus uses the metaphor of parent/guardian and child.  The responsible, 
loving parent will always respond to a child’s request with helpful guidance 
or by giving that child the good things the child requests.  If we approach 
prayer in this way, then our faith is grounded in the loving relationship we 
have with God our Creator.    We know God loves us and wants only the 
best for us.  We know this because God continually sent special 
messengers to remind us of who we are and how much God loves us. 

Most clearly and dramatically God sent Jesus, God’s son, in Bethlehem’s 
stable to live among us and to die bearing the guilt of our sins.  The light of 
the Advent Wreath shines into the dark recesses of our life and brings the 
light of the Resurrection - God’s presence and life for us  

Jesus’ closing words are curious ones.  “How much more will the heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”  We may pray for 
healing, for the end of the Covid 19 virus, for peace in our nation and in our 
own lives.  However, the best answer to our prayers is the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.  The Holy Spirit was given in full measure to the disciples as they 
faced the awesome task of reaching the whole world, where there was 
hostility and danger, with the Gospel.  God knew what these disciples 
needed and God knows what we need as well. 

AN ADVENT READING 

[quoted from an article in 1851 entitled “Sojourner Truth Speaks in 
Meeting”] 

“Den dat little man in black dar, he say women can’t have as much rights 
as men, ‘cause Christ wan’t a women!  What did  your Christ come 
from?”  Rolling thunder couldn’t have stilled that crowd, as did those deep, 
wonderful tones, as she stood there with outstretched arms and eyes of 
ire.  Raising her voice still louder, she repeated, “Whar  did your Christ 
come from?  From God and a woman!  Man had nothin’ to do wit Him.”  Oh, 
what a rebuke that was to that little man! 



PRAYER 

[From the “O Antiphons” of the early church] 

O Day-Spring, Splendor of Eternal Light, and Sun of Justice: 

Come, enlighten those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of 
death. 

O Emmanuel,  King and our Lawgiver, 

the Desire of all nations and their Savior: 

Come, Save us, Lord, our God. 

 


