
ADVENT WREATH DEVOTION:  Week of December 13, 2020 

The Third Candle:  Joy 

 

Click HERE for a printable version of this week's Advent Wreath 
Devotional 

Either by yourself or with family/others:   Light the first, second and third 
candle on the wreath. 

Advent Litany 

The Spirit and the Church cry out:  COME, LORD JESUS. 

All those who await his appearance pray:  COME, LORD JESUS. 

The whole creation pleads:  COME, LORD JESUS. 

Primary Verse:  Luke 2.7-15 

And Mary gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.   

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and  they were terrified.  But the 



angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see - I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the people; to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you: 
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”  And 
suddenly there was with the angels a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom God favors!”  When the angels had left them 
and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us.”  

Commentary 

The narrative of Jesus’ birth and the angels’ announcement to the 
shepherds is full of joy.  In fact the joy that is expressed in this passage 
jumps out at us right off the page.  When do you hear joy in this passage? 

[- after a difficult journey from Nazareth Bethlehem, Mary finally gave 
birth to a healthy baby boy. 

  - the angels sing: “Glory to God in the highest.”  It is a very joyful 
song. 

  - the shepherds ‘haste’ to Bethlehem.  They are excited; and when 
they leave the lodging, they are glorifying and praising God.] 

At last the Messiah, the Savior has come.  Even though most of the 
residents and certainly the world were not aware of what had taken place 
and how important it was for all people.  God had entered our human world 
to walk alongside God’s creation.  According to the angels’ song, Jesus’ 
birth brings peace to all who believe and work to do God’s will.  The 
specific miracle of this night is that the shepherds (along with the midwife 
and a few neighboring women) are the first to receive the word and to 
proclaim God’s advent among us.  Remember that the shepherds and 
shepherdesses were poor laborers who enjoyed no position of privilege or 
honor.  It is a sign that God holds in high regard the poor and the 
marginalized, the immigrant, the foreigner, the one who suffers undeserved 
injustice. 

An Advent Story:  Sharon’s Prayer 



She was five, sure of the facts, and recited them with slow solemnity, 
convinced every word was revelation. 

She said they were so poor they had only peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches to eat. 

And they went a long way from home without getting lost. 

The lady rode a donkey, the man walked, and the baby was inside the lady. 

They had to stay in a stable with an ox and an ass but the Three Rich Men 
found them because a star lite the roof. 

Shepherds came and you could pet the sheep but not feed them. 

Then the baby was born. 

And do you know who he was? 

Her quarter eyes inflated to silver dollars. 

The baby was God! 

And she jumped in the air, whirled round, dove into the sofa and buried her 
head under the cushion, which is the only proper response to the Good 
News of the Incarnation. 

PRAYER 

[This is from a Seventeenth Century Latin hymn] 

When this old world drew on toward night, you came; but not in 
splendor bright, not as a monarch but the child of Mary, blessed 
mother mild. 

Come in your holy might, we pray, redeem us for eternal day; defend 
us while we dwell below from all assaults of our dread foe. 

Amen. 

 


