
ADVENT WREATH DEVOTION:  Week of December 20, 2020 

The Fourth Candle:  Love 

 

Click HERE for a printable version of this week's Advent Wreath 
Devotional 

Either by yourself or with family/others:  Light all four candles on the 
wreath. 

Advent Litany 

The Spirit and the Church cry out:  COME, LORD JESUS. 

All those who await his appearance pray:  COME, LORD JESUS. 

The whole creation pleads:  COME, LORD JESUS. 

Primary Verse:   Luke 1.26-45 (46-56) 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David.   The virgin’s name was Mary.  And he came to her and 
said, “Greetings, favored one!”  But she was much perplexed by his words 
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.  The angel said to her, 
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  And now, you 



will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 
He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord 
God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  He will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  Mary 
said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”  “The angel said to 
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you: therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 
called Son of God.  And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 
barren.  For nothing will be impossible with God.”  Then Mary said, “Here 
am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 
word.”  Then the angel departed from her. 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth.  When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her 
womb.  And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a 
loud cry, “Blessed are you among women and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb.  And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord 
comes to me?  For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child 
in my womb leaped for joy.  And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 

And Mary said, 

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name, 

His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 

He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the 
thoughts of their hearts. 

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the 
lowly; 



he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty, 

He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 

according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his 
descendants forever. 

And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her 
home. 

Commentary  

Mary went to visit her cousin Elizabeth who was 6 months in her pregnancy 
carrying John (the baptizer).  Mary and Elizabeth shared similar life 
experiences:  Mary received a visit from Angel Gabriel as did Elizabeth’s 
husband, Zechariah.  Both were devoutly religious and understood their 
pregnancies to be inspired by God and connected to each other in an 
intimate way. 

As soon as they met, a great song was sung.  We call it ‘The Magnificat’ 
which refers to the first line of the song (in Latin) “My soul magnifies the 
Lord.”  Although Scripture and church tradition calls this Mary’s Song, some 
scholars have suggested that the song might have been sung by 
Elizabeth.  One reason for this speculation is that the song seems to 
parallel Hannah’s song (I Samuel 2.1-10) and Hannah’s life seems to mirror 
Elizabeth’s life rather than Mary’s 

Regardless of its origin, the Magnificat describes the significance of Jesus’ 
birth.  Some call it the ‘Great Reversal.’  God has scattered the proud.  God 
has brought down the powerful and lifted up the lowly (Mary and Elizabeth 
being examples of the lowly).  God has filled the hungry and sent the rich 
away empty.  The song proclaims that God has remembered the promise 
God made to our spiritual ancestors (Abraham, Sarah and their 
descendants).  In other words God’s eternal and never-failing love for us is 
embodied in Jesus, our Lord and our Savior. 

Reflection 

Take some quiet time to think about God’s love and how you have 
experienced that love in your life.  How has God’s love touched your life - in 
good times with good gifts and in hard times with healing, providing ways 



out of difficult situations, and with people sent from God to help and support 
you. 

Devotional Reading 

(From Martin Luther) 

Look upon the baby Jesus.  Divinity may terrify man.  Inexpressible majesty 
will crush him.  That is why Christ took on our humanity, save for sin, that 
he should not terrify us but rather that with love and favor he should 
console and confirm.  Behold Christ lying in the lap of his young mother, 
still a virgin.  What can be sweeter than the Babe, what more lovely than 
the mother!  What fairer than her youth!  What more gracious than her 
virginity!  Look at the Child, knowing nothing.  Yet all that is belongs to him, 
that your conscience should not fear but take comfort in him.  Doubt 
nothing.  Watch him springing in whelp of the maiden.  Laugh with 
him.  Look upon this Lord of Peace and your spirit will be at peace.  See 
how God invites you in many ways.  He places before you a Babe with 
whom you may take refuge.  You cannot fear him for nothing is more 
appealing to man than a babe.  Are you affrighted?  Then come to him, 
lying in the lap of the fairest and sweetest maid. You will see how great is 
the divine goodness, which seeks above all else that you should not 
despair.  Trust him!  Trust him! Here is the Child in whom is salvation.  To 
me there is no greater consolation given to mankind than this, that Christ 
became man, a child, a babe, playing in the lap and at the breast of his 
most gracious mother. Who is there whom this sight would not 
comfort?  Now is overcome the power of sin, death, hell, conscience, and 
guilt, if you come to this gurgling Babe and believe that he is come not to 
judge you, but to save. 

Amen, Come Lord Jesus.  Come! 


