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We are the Church, gathered and equipped, sent and scattered, for faith in action.

“There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens” –
Ecclesiastes 3:1
Dear Partners in Ministry,
I find myself in a liminal time. A liminal time is an in-between
time, a time between what was and what will be. It is also
described as a time that is on the verge of something new.
I write this newsletter with one good eye, and one not–sogood eye. For over twenty years, I have needed glasses to
see clearly. Without them, it was not possible to read or see
things at a distance. I had cataract surgery two weeks ago
on my left eye. I can see pretty clearly through it. My other
eye, however, is yet to be completed in a few days. I am
between the time of not seeing clearly and the time of being
able to see clearly without glasses. I believe that our PLUM
congregations are also in a liminal time.
We are in the time between the onset of a pandemic and the
end of the pandemic. We are in the time between one
pastor’s retirement and another pastor’s beginning of a call
to PLUM. We are in the time between doing church as we
have always done it and the way that church might look in
the future.
Liminal time is a time of waiting, and it feels like we are
always waiting for something: waiting for a new baby, waiting
for a test result, waiting to hear about a new job opportunity,
waiting for your wedding or graduation day, waiting for your
vacation. Waiting can be hard. Waiting can also be an
opportunity to pause; to reflect on where we have been and
what we have learned; and to dream about what may be
possible. We, the members of PLUM are in a time of

waiting. We are waiting for a new thing to emerge, and while
we wait, we reflect and we dream.
PLUM has many things to be excited about this summer.
We welcome Pastor Alexander Sumo to our pastoral team.
There will be opportunities for each congregation to host
Pastor Alexander for a coffee hour in order to get to know
him better and for him to meet you. His installation is
scheduled for July 30th. Details about the Installation Service
will be forthcoming. The pastors are hosting three Potluck
Picnics; June 22nd, July 28th and August 25th. The locations
and details of these gatherings will be posted on the PLUM
website and will be sent to each congregation. Our synod
assembly is scheduled for June 16,17 and 18.
Many of you will be taking some well- earned vacations. Our
prayer is that you have safe travel, that you enjoy your time
with family and friends, and that you experience rest and
relaxation.
Recently in our congregations, we asked the question; “What
is your dream for your congregation and for PLUM?” What is
your dream? What are you hoping for? As we wait for the
Lord to reveal our new thing, let us share the prayer of the
psalmist:
“Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help and our shield.
For our heart is glad in him, because we trust in his holy
name. Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, even as
we hope in you.” Psalm 33:20-22, ESV
Pastor Sue

We’re excited to have Pastor Alex join Pastors John, Brenda and Sue
on the PLUM Pastoral Team!
Pastor Alex will preach at Christ Lutheran Church
on Sunday, June 19, at our 9:15 am service.
We will have a special gathering with refreshments after worship that day
so that we can welcome Pastor Alex and get to know him better.
Please join us!
Alexander and family relocated to the United States in
2008 and he was admitted to the pastoral roster of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) in
2011. Immediately following his admission to the
ELCA roster, Pastor Sumo was called by the Southern
Ohio Synod (SOS) to serve as Pastor/Developer for its
mission congregation (The African International
Lutheran Mission - AILM) in Columbus, Ohio. He
served the AILM as a Lead Pastor for 14 years and the
St. Luke Evangelical Lutheran Church in Newark, Ohio
for a little over 2 years.
Alexander Yarmie Sumo is a lifelong Lutheran. Born
and raised in Liberia, West Africa, he completed his
secondary education at the William V.S. Tubman High
School in Monrovia and obtained his undergraduate
degree (Bachelor of Arts - BA) in sociology and public
administration from the African Methodist Episcopal
(AME) University in Liberia. He completed seminary
and ministry training in August 2000 with a Bachelor of
Theology (B.Th.) degree from the United Methodist
University - Gbarnga School of Theology. Alexander
was ordained in 2003 as Pastor of Word and Sacrament
in the Lutheran Church in Liberia (LCL). Between
2000 and 2008 Pastor Sumo served as pastor for several
parishes in the Lutheran Church in Liberia (St. Paul –
LTI, St. Andrew - Gorlu Parish, St. Matthew Parish –
Paynesville, David A. Day – Harrisburg Parish, and
Lutheran Memorial – Millsburg Parish).

Alexander completed graduate work at Capital
University – Trinity Seminary in Columbus, Ohio
where he earned the Master of Arts (MA) in gender,
youth and family studies (MAYFM) and the post
graduate Master of Sacred Theology (STM) degree in
leadership and pastoral practice. Pastor Alexander
Sumo completed his doctoral studies in 2019 and
earned the Doctor of Leadership for Transformational
Change from Capital University and the Methodist
Theological School in Ohio (MTSO). Dr. Alexander
Yarmie Sumo and Ms. Deddeh Matee Kpukuyou, an
accountant and a nursing professional are blessed with
three (3) beautiful children: Alexander Yarmie Jnr.,
Alaric Leela, and charming Ms. Alexandria Jackie. The
family has lived in Columbus, Ohio for over 14 years.
A move to Pittsburgh, PA to serve Pittsburgh Lutheran
United Ministries (PLUM) is an exciting new journey
and we cannot wait to start it. To God be the glory.

PLUM
News
PLUM (Pittsburgh Lutheran United Ministries) includes:
Bethany Lutheran, Dormont
Christ Lutheran, Duquesne
East Liberty Lutheran
Hope Lutheran Church, Forest Hills
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Irwin
Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, North Huntingdon
Messiah Lutheran, Munhall
Resurrection Lutheran, Oakdale
St. Andrew Lutheran, East Carnegie
St. Paul’s Lutheran, Canonsburg
The next PLUM Board Meeting is 7 PM on Monday, June 27, via
Zoom. Christ Lutheran representatives on the PLUM Board are
Elsie Ferencz, Kathy Hays, Mary Anne Novak, Marissa Paule.
PLUM’s Sunday worship services continue via Zoom on
Sundays at 3 PM. All are welcome! Bulletins for worship
services on zoom are always available on the PLUM website,
www.plumofpa.com.
The call-in line for worship, Bible Study, and Meetings:
Zoom online: https://Zoom.us/j/401596541

5:30 PM
4th Thursday of June, July, August
June 23 at Dormont Park
July 28 at Settler’s Ridge
August 25 TBD (possibly Renzie or White Oak Park)
Beverages will be provided.
Bring a dish to share.
Share a meal and fellowship with PLUM Pastors
and friends from PLUM congregations.
You’re welcome to attend 1 or all 3!
Bring a friend!
For directions, see www.plumofpa.com

Zoom by phone: +1 646 876 9923
Meeting ID: 401 596 541#

Taizé Prayer
Service
via Zoom

Friday, June 3, 2022, 7 pm

WHAT’S NEXT?!

Pastor Alexander Sumo’s
Installation with PLUM
Saturday, July 30, 2022

Do you want to GROW our congregation?
Do you want to better SERVE God and your neighbor?
Do you want to CONNECT with your community?
If you answered yes to any or all of the questions above,
join PLUM on

Thursday, June 2 at 7 PM on Zoom

Bring your questions and suggestions!

Saturday, September 10, 2022

Ruth Baker, Betty Ciglar, Charlayne & Denise DeCecco,
Dennis Delaman, Gregory Ferencz, Lucy H., Richard
Jackson, Kelley Keech, Lisa Kogler, Ethel Kotrady,
Maryanne Lasko, Jeff Moss, Donna Reyes, Jessie Seliga,
George Simo, Tammy Thomas, Lois Tubbs; Kane:
Marianne Hantz; Kpannah Sumo, Pastor Sumo’s mother

Does this mean at home? In your neighborhood?
With your family? Friends? Strangers?
At work? At play?
Yes, for all that God is doing for the sake of the
neighbor in and through your daily life!

We are the Church,
gathered and equipped,
sent and scattered,
for faith in action.
June
7 - Rich Jackson (1950)
11 - Mary Ann Shirley (1939)
18 - Carol Hutchison (1945)
19 - Madison Eckert (2014)
23 - Kevin Baker (1964)
25 - Bev Kogler (1951)
25 - Pastor Elizabeth Mayforth
26 - Ray George (1962)
26 - Gavin Morrison (2019)
To have your name/birthday/anniversary listed in future
newsletters, or to make a change to the prayer list,
please contact Deann at christluthduq@gmail.com or
412-466-7773.

Thanks to all who bring their offerings to worship,
or drop off or mail offerings to the church, or use
PayPal! Your continuing support and faithfulness are
greatly appreciated and keep the Lord’s ministry at
and through Christ Lutheran church alive!
Your 2022 Christ Lutheran Church Council members:
Kalee George, Ray George, Colleen McIlrath,
Mary Anne Novak, Carlene Oskin, Marissa Paule,
Casey Surmick, and Katie Surmick.
The next Church Council meeting is Monday, June 13 at 7 PM.

ONLINE VIA ZOOM:
THURSDAY, JUNE 16 | 6 - 9:30 PM
SATURDAY, JUNE 18 | 9 AM - 5:30 PM
IN-PERSON WORS HIP:
FRIDAY, JUNE 17 | 7 PM
Mary Anne Novak will represent Christ Lutheran Church as
a lay voting delegate. This assembly is the highest
legislative authority of our synod; they will be making
decisions that impact 151 congregations covering 10
counties in southwest PA. Non-voting members and the
public may watch events live via Facebook. For more
information, including where you may attend in-person
worship on Friday, see www.swpasynod.org.

Getting together after 9:15 AM worship for Hospitality each
Sunday has been a big hit! Everyone is invited. We may
have cookies, donuts or some other tasty treats. At the
same time, we are blessed with the opportunity to “connect”
and serve each other. Thanks to the Hospitality Committee
for taking this on. If you would like to help, contribute treats
or share ideas for future Sundays, please see Marissa
Paulene or Carlene Oskin. For the summer (June-August)
we plan to have Coffee, Conversation, N’at twice a month,
the 2nd and 4th Sundays.

LUNCH
& BAKE SALE
Saturday, June 11
9 am – 1 pm

Pre-sale for church members:
Friday, June 10
5 pm – 6:30 pm
We need baked goods donations
(Drop off Friday evening during the presale or
Saturday morning.)
We also need volunteers the day of the Flea
Market—please sign up on the sheet in the
back of the church.

UPDATE

If you have questions,
please see Ronda Brourman.

We did it!

With your help, we sold out of all
500 meat tickets with 3 days to spare. The
fundraising committee would like to thank
everyone who sold, bought, or in any way
supported this fundraiser for Christ Lutheran.
The winning number was 388. The winner of the
ticket was D. Himich, and he has generously
donated the upright freezer back to the church.
After all expenses, this fundraiser had a profit of
$3,735.07. We are currently looking into another
meat ticket fundraiser soon, so keep a watch for
info in an upcoming newsletter.

Christ Lutheran is still accepting donations.
Please, no clothes or large electronics, no TVs.

Have you prayed
about it?
How Can Our Congregation
Support the Valuable
Summer Camp Ministry at
Lutherlyn?

Sunday, August 7, 2022
West Mifflin Community Park
Pavilion 2
Plan to join your
Christ Lutheran Church Family
for this annual event

Donations to Christ Lutheran that are marked
“Lutherlyn” will be used to help children in financial
need attend a week of summer camp at Lutherlyn. It’s
with our financial gifts and the gifts of many others that
Lutherlyn is able to keep the promise not to ever turn
away a child due to financial need. Lutherlyn provides
a summer camping experience in the finest tradition of
Lutheran Outdoor Ministry, giving children and youth
an opportunity to grow


in a sense of the joy and goodness of life;



in living a Christ and faith-centered life;



in stewardship of self, others, and the earth;



and in a sense of their God-given worth, gifts,
and ability to make a difference.

Gifts of any size are appreciated. Place your gift in the
offering plate or forward it to the church office anytime.
You can also get more information or donate at
www.lutherlyn.com. Your gift can really make a
difference in a child’s life!

June 26 – June 30
5:30 PM
at
Messiah Lutheran Church
4300 Main Street, Munhall
ages 3 through grade 5
It’s important to pre-register. Call the
church at 412-461-6958 for a registration
form or if you have any questions

.
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Time sensitive material

Lunch, too!

Saturday, June 11
9 AM – 1 PM

OUR WELCOME STATEMENT
As a community of believers guided by the Holy Spirit,
we are called to minister to all people of our world,
knowing that the world is often an unloving and
unforgiving place, and many have been
disenfranchised. Christ calls us to be agents of
healing within our society as He has made us one.
Here at Christ Lutheran, we welcome all who are
seeking God’s love and grace regardless of race,
culture, gender, sexual orientation, physical and
mental disability, family structure, socio-economic
status, ability, or age. As a place for everyone, we
affirm our diversity, unified by Jesus Christ in a faith
that transcends our differences.
We invite all to journey with us in
God’s mission of inclusiveness.

