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OUR MISSION: To grow in faith and carry out the work of Jesus Christ in our world.

PLUM
News
Please see the communication (reverse side of this page)
from the PLUM Pastors clarifying some changes in PLUM.
As of November 4, PLUM (Pittsburgh Lutheran United
Ministries) will have 10 member congregations:
Bethany Lutheran, Dormont
Christ Lutheran, Duquesne
East Liberty Lutheran
Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, North Huntingdon
Messiah Lutheran, Munhall
Resurrection Lutheran, Oakdale
St. Andrew Lutheran, East Carnegie
St. Paul’s Lutheran, Canonsburg
Trinity Lutheran, Mt. Oliver
Zion Lutheran, Coraopolis
The next quarterly PLUM Board Meeting is scheduled for
Sunday, January 27, 1:30 PM, at Trinity Lutheran, Mt. Oliver.
Your elected Christ Lutheran representatives on the PLUM
Board are Elsie Ferencz, Kathy Hays, Mary Anne Novak and
Marissa Paule. Questions, concerns and suggestions are
always welcome. For detailed information about PLUM and our
congregations’ ministries and events, visit www.plumofpa.com.

October 22, 2018
Dearest Members of PLUM,
It is hard to realize that we have been together for nine
years! I can still remember my internship and everyone
having a great time calling me Vicar. Especially Karen
Brown who still sneaks that title in once in a while. My
internship committee with PLUM was enormous! So many
people and every one of you had my best interest in mind.

Then, on January 28th, 2012, we celebrated my ordination
at Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church in Mt. Oliver. That
was an awesome day. My first sermon after ordination
was at St. Andrew and East Liberty! I have been so
blessed to have every one of you in my life. I love all of
you and have loved being one of your Pastors. Thank you
so much for all the care, lessons, and love you have given
to my family and me.
There are so many of you that have made my time in
PLUM very special. Pastor John, Pastor Beth and Pastor
Paul, you have been priceless in my life and in my growth
as a pastor. Thank you so much.
Now it is time for me to move on to the next part of my
ministry. November 1, 2018, I will take a new call as a part
time solo pastor. I am scared but excited to venture into
this next part of my ministry. I still plan on being a part of
the PLUM family in many ways. There is a women’s
retreat in the works and (guess what?) WE ARE
HOSTING THE TRAINING FOR VBS AGAIN!! I will be
calling all you VBSers to join in the fun.
Thank you for allowing me to be a part of your families; to
share in the joys and the tears, the frustrations and the
good times. I will cherish all the memories. Thank you for
all you have taught me (good and bad) and mostly, thank
you for being you!
I leave you in great hands as the team of PLUM pastors
are the best! May God bless each and every one of you,
The Reverend Melba Dibble
Pastor Melba
Melba
Melba Lou
Vicar
Mom
Or whatever else you call me
PS: Promise a pool party next summer! Ya all come.

Four women from our congregation attended the Fall Cluster
Event on October 20 at Lynnwood Lutheran Church in Belle
Vernon, PA. With them they took donations of individual
serving packages of chips and peanut butter crackers, hand
soap, and pens. Thanks to all who contributed to the “Ready
Yourselves Youth Ranch.” Money saved due to donations from
the Synodical Women’s Organization this year enabled RYYR
to rescue five abused horses to aid in their work with abused,
neglected, and troubled youth.
The next women’s gathering at Christ Lutheran will be
Saturday, November 17, 11 AM. Louise Laughery will lead
devotions and Linda Bodnar is in charge of refreshments. All
women are welcome!

Harvest Home

We request your prayers and presence
With us for a service of Holy Communion
And
The Order of Installation
By the Grace of God,
The Reverend Melba T. Dibble
Will be installed to the
Office of Pastor of Bethany Lutheran
Church.
The Twenty-sixth Sunday after Pentecost
November 18th, 2018
At 3:00 p.m.
Bethany Lutheran Church
5303 Madison Ave
Bethel Park, PA 15102
Reception immediately following in the
Fellowship Hall
Please R.S.V.P. 412 835 9221

This year, Harvest Home Sunday is November 18. Please
bring your donations of food staples by November 11 so
they may be used to decorate the chancel for Harvest Home
through Thanksgiving. All food donations will be given to the
Duquesne Food Pantry. If you prefer to make a monetary
donation, simply indicate “Duquesne Food Pantry” and the
amount on an offering envelope. The need is great; please be
generous.

Thanksgiving Day

Annual
Congregational Meeting
Sunday, November 18, immediately after worship is our
annual congregational meeting. The agenda includes voting on
the 2019 budget recommended by Church Council (copy
included in this newsletter) and election of five church council
members (2 terms 2019-2020; 3 terms 2019-2021) and one
PLUM Board representative (2019-2022).

Please join us on Thursday, November 22, 10 AM as we gather
on our national day of Thanksgiving to give thanks to God.
Pastor Gropp will lead us in worship. Invite friends and family to
join you; worship is a great way to start the holiday.

This is Christ's church.

Congratulations!
On Saturday, October 6, Kristen and Jay Gruber were
united in marriage at Christ Lutheran Church. Mrs.
Gruber is the former Kristen Thomas. They reside at 283
Markle Road, Rostraver Township, PA 15012.

There is a place for you here.
We are the church that shares a living, daring
confidence in God's grace. Liberated by our faith, we
embrace you as a whole person--questions,
complexities and all. Join us as we do God's work in
Christ's name for the life of the world.

17th Annual Community

Are you tired of the commercialism that perpetually surrounds
us this time of year in the stores, on TV, and our other electronic
devices? Are you tired of trying to figure out an amazing gift for
the person who has everything he or she needs, and lacks for
nothing? Well, Christian Ed’s Advent program has a solution for
you. Why not buy a rooster, a goat (maybe a pair), bees, a pig,
or select from many others options from the ELCA world hunger
program? How about a water filtration system that offers clean
water to drink? The gift goes beyond the person you are buying
for and makes an impact on world hunger globally. All you do is
select an item(s) from the Good Gifts Advent/Christmas tree in
the back of the church; then enclose your donation in an
offering envelope and include your name and what’s on your
ornament (for example, “pig”). Checks should be made payable
to Christ Lutheran Church. Put your donation in an offering
plate or send to the church office. Christian Ed will be running
this program until the end of December and the funds will be
sent to ELCA world hunger the first of 2019. Last year, $1,400
was raised for this service project. Can we top that amount this
year? For those who have already participated, a gracious and
hearty thanks for sharing your bounty!
There are cards/envelopes available if you are giving this as a
gift this holiday season. So why waste endless hours in
frustration trying to find an appropriate Christmas gift when
“God’s Barnyard Animals” keeps to the true Christian gift giving
of “loving your neighbor as yourself?”
You may also give online through ELCA.org/goodgifts.
Questions? Please see Mary Anne Novak or Deann George.

17th annual? Can you believe we’ve been hosting this free
community dinner for 17 years? Remember all of the delicious
food that we prepare for our annual dinner? We’re getting
geared up for this year’s event and would like your help. We
especially need people to volunteer for decorating, serving,
washing dishes, cleaning up, etc. Please see Elsie Ferencz
(412-466-2219) to volunteer and mark your calendar for
Saturday, December 15. We’re sure your service will be a
meaningful part of your Christmas celebration as we share the
love of Jesus and reach out to our friends and neighbors. The
Community Christmas Worship Service will begin at 4:00 PM
and dinner will be served at 5:30 PM.

UPDATE
Oktoberfest 2018 took place October 13 at Christ Lutheran.
This was our fifth Octoberfest event and a festive time was had
by all. Nearly 100 meals were served! Numerous people from
Christ Lutheran gave of significant time before and/or during
the event—preparing food, decorating, serving, cleaning up,
etc.—to make Oktoberfest a success. There were also
substantial donations of raffle items, food, beverages,
decorations, etc., as well as a $250 Thrivent Action Team grant
that helped to keep our expenses to a minimum. Total profit is
approximately $1,600, including $422 from the basket raffle and
$100 from the 50/50. $800 will be donated to Lutheran
Disaster Response toward Hurricane Relief and the
remaining $800 will be used in support of ministry at Christ
Lutheran.
Thanks to Marissa Paule for her leadership and to all who
came, sold tickets, or contributed in any way. We look forward
to Oktoberfest 2019 at Christ Lutheran!

Interested in Attending
Local Live Theatre?
Here’s your opportunity! Accent Music Performing Arts
Center is renting Christ Lutheran Church’s social hall for their
upcoming production.
Attend the World Premiere of Parlour Games, written and
directed by local playwright, Dan J Kirk and performed by a
wonderful local cast!

Election Day is Tuesday, November 6

November 8, 9, & 10 @ 7:30pm
and Sunday, November 11 @ 2pm
Tickets are $10 and can be purchased at the door. Sunday,
November 11, there will be a talkback where you can ask them
questions about the production!
Kip and Jessica are a young couple planning a nice evening
with friends to celebrate their wedding anniversary when Kip's
long-lost friend, David, arrives unexpectedly to collect a
decade's old bet. David's insistence to stay for dinner prompts
conflict between the guests, as well as Kip and Jessica.
Claiming to have perceived truths and mysteries about the
world which others cannot comprehend, David baffles the
friends by revealing deeply personal secrets about each guest.
His masterful intellect irritates and fascinates them, and
ultimately leads to a shocking and brutal confrontation with
each player's reality, as well as David's own.
Material is not suitable for children.

Messiah Lutheran Church (4300 Main Street, Munhall,
412-461-6958) is having a Thanksgiving Pie Sale!
Caramel apple walnut, very berry, blackberry, cherry,
peach, peach praline, pumpkin, red raspberry
10 inch pies $10
Pecan $11
Lemon meringue, coconut cream meringue, chocolate
cream, chocolate peanut butter cream
8 inch pies $9.50
Sugar free apple, sugar free cherry
8 inch pies $8.50
A box of 4 apple dumplings $10
8 inch pumpkin rolls $8
Orders will be taken until November 4th.
Payment must accompany order.
Frozen pies will be available for pick-up at Messiah
on Tuesday, November 20th.

Friday, November 9 and Saturday, November 10
St. Andrew Lutheran Church (218 Alter St, East
Carnegie, PA 15106) will be holding their Country
Christmas Bazaar on November 9 & 10 from 11:00
a.m. - 4:00 p.m. They will have a Soup Cafe (eat in or
take out), crafts, jewelry, pierogies, bake sale, basket
auction and flea market.

PARISH NEWS
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – If you are not able to usher (inform the head usher*), lay assist or acolyte for a
particular Sunday, please get a replacement and notify the church office. Thank you.

NOVEMBER
LAY
4
11
18
22

ASSISTANTS
Ron Gavel
Jennifer Hudak
Tammy Chonko
Marissa Paule
Thanksgiving Day Worship is at 10 AM
25 Al Bodnar

DECEMBER
LAY
2
9
16
23
24

ASSISTANTS
Kathy Hays
Jennifer Hudak
Tammy Chonko
Deann George
Ron Gavel
Christmas Eve Worship is at 7 PM
30 Marissa Paule

WORSHIP

ASSISTANTS
USHERS
* Marissa Paule
Ray George

N
O
V

Linda Bodnar
Amber Paule

ALTAR GUILD
Linda Kinney

WORSHIP

ASSISTANTS

D
E
C

USHERS
* Harvey Oskin
Ron Gavel

Kevin Baker
Bryce Novak

ALTAR GUILD
Carlene Oskin, Barb Wabrick

ALTAR FLOWER and BULLETIN CHARTS
are available in the hallway by the Church Offices. Please write the name of the person for whom you wish to place flowers or
bulletins and who is placing them. Cost per service: Altar Flowers: $25.00; Bulletins: $10.00. All dates are available for altar
flowers except for Thanksgiving Day. All dates are available for bulletins except for Thanksgiving Day and the month of
December.

PRAYER LIST
Please keep the following people in prayer. If there are changes to this list, please call the church office: 412-466-7773.
Jennifer Babiak, Harry Babinger, Ruth Baker, Bob Barker, Tim Beal, Glen Bootay, June Briggs,
Judy Brivichik, Ken Burns, Cassandra Chottner, Myrtle Clayton, Lori Craft, Charlyane & Denise
DeCecco, Larry Dew, Landon Diethorn, Lieut. Tim Donohue, Britanny Dye, Nell Falatek, James
Ferencz, Levi Fisher, Jackie Frum, Janice Gavel, Marianne Hantz, Lisa Hawkins, Pat Hawkins,
Chelsea Isett, Mary Jackson, Charlie Johnson, Judy Johnson, Kelley Keech, Cynthia Korenoski,
Ethel Kotrady, John Kovach, Harry Leber, Cathy Lindamood, Harry Lindamood, Michelle Lucas,
Cheryl McCafferty, Kurt McDermot, Daniel Paul Meyers, Mike Milko, Kack Modrick, Donna Moss,
Jeff Moss, Dan & Kat Nolder, Val Oxenreiter, Chance Michael Philips, Jr., Sharon Rackauskas,
Reberta, Donna Reyes, Steven Reynolds, Pamela Rivera & family, Eric & Becky Rivo, Pat
Salopek, Lois Shirley, Marlene Stumpf, Kathy Swiatek, Gwyn Tach, Ryan Taylor, Lois & Ray
Tubbs, Denise Wagner, Judy Wagner, Susan Winnie, Yekich Family, Howard Watts, Jean
Wright, Gladys Young, Linda; Elsie Novak; Locust Grove: Louise Laughery
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ELECTRONIC ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Time sensitive material

STUFFED CABBAGE DINNER
When: Sunday, November 4, 2018
2 pm - 6 pm
Where: Christ Lutheran Church
405 Kennedy Ave., Duquesne, PA 15110
412-466-7773
Dinner Donation:
Donation $10 Adults;
$5 Child 2-12 years
Dinner includes 2 cabbage rolls, mashed potatoes, green beans, applesauce, roll, dessert & beverage.
May substitute meatballs without cabbage.
Dinner is available for eat-in or take-out.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

