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PLUM 

(Pittsburgh Lutheran United Ministries) 
 

PLUM Congregations 
             www.plumofpa.com 

 

Resurrection Lutheran    Messiah Lutheran 

7600 Steubenville Pike   4300 Main Street  
Oakdale, PA  15071    Munhall, PA  15120 
412-788-4513    412-461-6958 
rlc10380@verizon.net                messiahmunhall@verizon.net 
 

Bethany Lutheran (Dormont)  St. Andrew Lutheran 

3104 West Liberty Avenue   218 Alter Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15216    East Carnegie, PA  15106 
412-531-9363    412-279-3615 
bethany-dormont@verizon.net   standrew3@aol.com  
 

Christ Lutheran                                       St. Paul’s Lutheran 

405 Kennedy Avenue                                           210 North Jefferson Ave. 
Duquesne, PA  15110                                          Canonsburg, PA  15317 
412-466-7773                                                       724-745-5962 
christluthduq@gmail.com                                     stpaulscbg@verizon.net  
 

East Liberty Lutheran   Hope Lutheran Church  

5707 Penn Avenue  (Forest Hills) 
Pittsburgh, PA  15206   353 Ridge Avenue 
412-362-1712    Pittsburgh, PA  15221 
jcurry@shadysideacademy.org   412-242-4476 
      hopeforesthills@aol.com  

Lutheran Church of Our Saviour       

1570 Clay Pike    Zion Lutheran 

North Huntingdon, PA  15642   1305 State Avenue 
724-863-2591    Coraopolis, PA  15108 
lcos2@comcast.net    412-264-6420 
      zioncorry@verizon.net 

Immanuel Lutheran 

612 Chestnut Street 
Irwin, PA  15642 
724-863-7009 
No e-mail at this time 

 

 

 

 

 

1

The Parish Item 

Monthly Newsletter of East Liberty Lutheran Church 
5707 Penn Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA  15206-3603 

412-362-1712 
Pastor John Gropp 412-466-7773 
Pastor Paul Koch 773-848-1470 

Pastor Brenda Henry 412-390-8005 
Pastor Sue Devine 412-496-4889 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thanksgiving/Christmas 2021 
 

PLUM Pastoral Message 

November 2021 

“Keep my commandments and live; keep my 
teaching as the apple of your eye.” Proverbs 7:2 

“Jesus replied, ‘Love the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind.  This is the first and greatest 

commandment.’  And the second is like it: ‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself.’”  Matthew 22:37-39 

Our Vision:  We are all saints and sinners whose 

faith and lives intersect leaving judgment to God. 

Our Mission: 

∗ Preach the gospel. 

∗ Administer the sacraments. 

∗ Teach God’s Word 

∗ Serve the community. 
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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

Blessings to you in this my favorite time of year.  We 

are surrounded by God’s handiwork.  The trees are clothed in 

all their glory, there is crispness in the air, crops have been 

harvested and we are settling into the rhythm of fall 

activities. The Church year is winding down. Soon, we will 

enter into the season of Advent.  Miriam-Webster defines 

advent as “a coming into being or use.”   

 

I find this definition appropriate as I reflect on our 

journey as God’s people.  A journey takes time.  A journey 

has many aspects to it; the beginning, the time between the 

beginning and the end, and the end.  A journey’s end is the 

beginning of a new journey. There are easy parts and hard 

parts of the journey.  God has given us the directions for our 

earthly journey.  They are: Love God, love your neighbor. 

Wisdom tells us to keep these commandments and God’s 

teaching as the apple of our eyes.  I thought about these 

verses today as I gazed upon the apples resting on my 

kitchen counter. 

 

My first thought as I looked at these apples that Keith 

had harvested from our apple trees was, “Those aren’t very 

pretty to look at.”  They are not polished and smooth like 

apples that I buy at the store.  Their peel is bumpy.  There 

are some brown spots on the apples where an insect has 

landed and perhaps tasted the fruit within. They are not 

uniform in size, sweetness, tartness, or texture.  The fact that 

I have these apples is a miracle.  The conditions of the soil 

were just right to allow a seed to sprout and grow into a tree.  

The tree received nutrients and water that allowed it to 

produce buds, and then fruit.  And the fruit survived the 

summer heat, the rains, the neighborhood birds and insects, 
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Wednesday, January 5 

What's Next? Planning Meeting 
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Messiah Lutheran Church (Munhall)(4300 Main St., 

Munhall, PA 15120):  6:30 p.m. 

 

Resurrection Lutheran Church(7600 Steubenville Pike, 

Oakdale, PA 15071):  6:30 p.m. 

 

St. Andrew Lutheran Church (218 Alter St., East 

Carnegie, PA 15106):  4:00  p.m. 

 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church (210 North Jefferson Ave., 

Canonsburg, PA 15317):  6:30 p.m. 

 

Monday, December 27 

PLUM Board Meeting 
  
The monthly PLUM Board meeting will be 

held on Monday, December 27, at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. 
  
Join using Zoom the same way that you have for Worship or 

Bible Study this past week: 

Zoom online: https://zoom.us/j/401596541 
Zoom by phone:  Call (646) 876-9923.  When prompted, 

enter the Meeting ID: 401 596 541 
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and the small hands of a curious toddler and reached 

maturity.  

 

There are many things that I can do with these apples.  

I can eat them, just as they are.  I can make them into sauce.  

I can put them in a pie or cake. I can add other ingredients to 

them and fry them. I could put them in a bucket of water and 

create a game of bobbing for apples.  There are so many 

ways that these apples can fulfill the purpose that God 

created them for. 

 

Apples come in many colors: red, green, yellow, 

golden, and mixed.  Apples come in varying textures.  

Apples have varying tastes, from very sweet to very tart.  

Apples sometimes fall to the ground and rot, putting 

nutrients back into the soil for the next growing season.  

Apples can be experienced through all of our senses: we see 

them, we smell them, we touch them, we taste them, and we 

hear them as we bite into them. 

 

Apples can teach us a lot about being God’s children.  

God’s children are not uniform in size, color, sweetness or 

tartness.  God’s children come in many colors.  Some of 

God’s children are firm and fit; others are bumpy and soft.  

Like the apple, we all have our growing process.  Like 

apples, there are many ways that we can be used. Each of 

God’s children has a purpose to fulfill.  Our purpose is to 

love, serve and praise God in all that we do, and to love our 

neighbor as ourselves. 

   

We are always living in a season of advent, a time of 

coming into our being or use.  We are on our journey, the 

time between the beginning and the end.  Lord, help us to 

love people as you love them.  Lead us, step by step, into a 
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greater understanding of what it means to love our neighbors 

as ourselves.  Amen. 

 

Blessings to each of you and your loved ones from 

your pastoral team. We look forward to journeying with you 

through the Advent and Christmas seasons. 

 

+Pastor Sue 

 

PLUM Pastoral Message 

December 2021 

“Me Centered” vs. “Other Centered” 

  

Dear Partners in Ministry, 

  

Yes folks – it is that time of year when American 

consumerism hits us the hardest. Indubitably, I am 

confronted by family and friends with the question, “What 

would you like for Christmas?”  It becomes a source of 

contention because for me there is nothing I really need nor 

want. So, it takes hours of concentration (which, in all 

honesty, could be spent on more worthy issues) for both me 

and close friends and family to produce a suggestion for me 

for this holiday season, reinforcing consumerism at its peak. 

The reality is I see myself as truly blessed and in need of 

nothing. In fact, one of the best presents I have received in 

recent years was from my daughter Jordan several years ago 

when she gave me two pigs towards ELCA World Hunger’s 

Good Gifts program. That gift helped someone beyond my 

doors, and I was grateful. Others have done so since and that 

has pleased me to no end. When I take into consideration 

that I/we as Americans make up 5% of the world’s 
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Saturday, December 18 

Blessed Bundles baby supplies program 
  
Lutheran Church of Our Saviour (1570 Clay Pike, North 

Huntingdon, PA 15642) is proud to offer "Blessed Bundles" 

- an exciting program which offers new and gently used baby 

supplies to individuals in the local community.  Blessed 

Bundles will be collecting and distributing items such as 

diapers, baby wipes, baby clothes (up to size 8), baby/toddler 

toys and equipment, and other baby supplies.  Items may 

vary and will be available as they are donated to Blessed 

Bundles.  Blessed Bundles will distribute supplies on the 

third Saturday of each month from 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

 

Friday, December 24 

Christmas Eve Worship Services 
Bethany Ev. Lutheran Church (Dormont)(3104 W. 

Liberty Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15216):  4:00 p.m. 

 

Christ Lutheran Church (405 Kennedy Ave., Duquesne, 

PA 15110):  6:30 p.m. 

 

East Liberty Lutheran Church - will attend other PLUM 

services 
 

Hope Lutheran Church (Forest Hills)(353 Ridge Ave., 

Pittsburgh, PA 15221):  6:30 p.m. 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church (612 Chestnut St., Irwin, PA 

15642):  6:30 p.m. 

 

Lutheran Church of Our Saviour (1570 Clay Pike, North 

Huntingdon, PA 15642):  9:00 p.m. 
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population as a nation that consumes over 24% of the 

world’s resources, I realize this is only a drop in the bucket 

of the ocean of need. I wonder if it can make a difference. 

But isn't that what faith is all about.  Isn't that why Christ 

came?  "It only takes a spark to get a fire going....", as the 

words of a familiar hymn state. I pray it can change our 

focus from “me centered” to “other centered,” remembering 

those who consume relatively little of God’s creation. 
  

Also, our expectations tend to get us in trouble all the 

time, especially during emotionally-charged times such as 

the holidays. How frequently do we see life through rose-

colored glasses? You know, “Is the cup half full or half 

empty?”  We romanticize so much on one side and overlook 

reality on the other. From my experience of dealing with 

families and listening to their stories, I would guess there is 

no other time of the year where our individual and family 

lives are more in flux. We can move from unbelievable highs 

to depressing lows all in a matter of moments. A family 

celebration can turn into a family squabble all in the same 

breath. A comment, a look, or an oversight is misinterpreted 

because of an unmet expectation. The anticipation of “I’ll be 

home for Christmas” turns into, “Is it over yet?” with a 

volatility that leaves those watching dumbfounded. Who 

establishes those expectations anyway, if not each of us 

individually because of our culture? 
  

With the gamut of all the possible emotions in play, 

we must never lose sight of the real meaning for the season. 

Christmas is a time of hope for the entire world. For those 

who believe it is a time of anticipation and encouragement. 

For those yet to believe, it is a time of promise. Its central 

theme is, “A Savior is Born, who is Christ the Lord.”  For us 

who trust in the saving grace of God, the season can and 

should take on an exceptional meaning.  It is not just another 
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holiday; it is the one where we see our Lord step from His 

deity to our humanity – who makes the promise of our 

salvation real by coming to show us the way. 
  

The question is how do we receive the message and 

then translate it through our lives to the lives of those around 

us? If seeing is believing, then we must celebrate Christ who 

is the visible image of the invisible God (Colossians 1:15), 

who came to us in a manger. For most who do not yet 

believe, incredible as it may seem, we become that image of 

Christ for them. 
  

So as Christians, how are we doing? How can we 

make a real difference this year? It seems as though nothing 

is “normal.”  And frankly, many do not like this new 

“abnormal” that has overtaken us through COVID, not to 

mention global warming that will change our lives 

dramatically this next decade. Yes, I am aware we are not the 

biggest “culprit” out there, but we most certainly cause more 

than our fair share of the earth’s damage because of our 

consumption. What happens if we ask ourselves questions 

like; “As people watch us, do our lives bring them to faith or 

leave them wondering with, so you call yourselves 

Christians?”  Are we examples of this invisible God who 

loves us or of the very visible world that consumes us?  It is 

time to be intentional. Advent as a time of preparation is 

upon us. Let us make a difference this year and throughout 

the coming year for those who want and need a Savior – who 

is Christ the Lord – whether it is in our family, community, 

globally or perhaps all three.  

  

In Christ’s Service,  

  

+Pastor John J. Gropp 
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Saturday, December 11 (and 18) 

Handbell Choir Rehearsal 
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Thursday, December 9 at 7:00 p.m. 

"Let Us Talk" discussion 
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PRIVATE COMMUNION 

Anyone not able to attend worship services and who would like 

to receive Holy Communion at their home, (following Covid 19 

protocols) please contact your church office or one of the 

pastors:  

Pastor John  412-680-7867, 

Pastor Brenda  412-390-8005, or 

Pastor Sue  412-496-4889 

 

 

East Liberty Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes 

October 17, 2021 
 

1. Devotions, Pr. Sue, “Don’t be weary in doing good.” 
Gal 6:9-10 
 
 

2. PLUM Topics; Pastors’ Report 
* Immanuel has finished it trial year and has voted to 
become a member of PLUM.  Welcome! 
* Rise Against Hunger, Saturday, November 13; 
13,000 meals. Each congregation pays $350. 
* Thanksgiving Eve Service will be on Zoom 
* Reformation Service, Oct. 31 will now be 
exclusively on Zoom at 3 p.m. 
* Advent Holden Vespers will be Wednesdays at 
7:00 p.m. on Zoom. 
* ELLC will consider joining an Advent/Christmas 
celebration with St. Andrew (Sat., Dec. 11) or Christ 
for fellowship.  Renting space at EECM for a few 
people and no food doesn’t seem viable.  
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* What’s Next?! Committee meeting, Oct. 227, 7 
p.m., Zoom – bring ideas about ways to grow, serve, 
and connect our congregations and ministries for this 
brainstorming session.  
* Christmas Eve service – ELLC will join the 11:30 
p.m. Zoom service and members may consider 
going to an in-person service at another PLUM 
church.  No in-person service at EECM.  
* PLUM Presidents’ Meeting Tuesday, October 19 
* PLUM Board meeting Monday, October 25 
* PLUM Pastoral Call Committee, the profile has 
been completed, accepted by the PLUM board and 
synod.  It is now on the open website.  If anyone 
knows of a possible candidate, encourage them to 
go to the SWPA Synod website.   
Motion:  ELLC would be open to calling an LBGTQia 
candidate as pastor.  Marie moved; Susan 
seconded; passed unanimously.  
 

3. Property updates 
* Our proposal:  2.5 million asked (down from 2.8) 
with a 75-day period before closing. 
* Their counter proposal: 2.3 million with a 75-day 
period for due diligence and 15 days for closing. 
* We haven’t heard back from Gloria’s friend 
Brandon yet.  
* Motion:  The building committee recommends that 
the council accept Key’s proposal with two 
stipulations: they have a no cancellation clause for 
the sales agreement and that they sign it within in 
one week.  Carried unanimously.   
* Chuck has arranged for someone to get the wood 
and pews the first weekend in Nov.  A few pews will 
be saved for those who want a memento.  
* Skeet from St. Andrew has offered to advertise the 
marble baptismal font to see if we can sell it.  The 
council gratefully accepts his offer.  
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Thursday, December 9 at 10:00 a.m. 

Weekly "Pericope" Bible Study 

 

 

  
Zoom online: https://zoom.us/j/401596541 

      Zoom by phone:  Call (646) 876-9923.  When 

prompted, enter the Meeting ID: 401 596 541 
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PLUM NEWS 
 

 

 
 

 
Wednesday, December 8 

Call Committee meeting 
The Call Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, 

December 8 at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom. 

 

Wednesday, December 8 (and 15 and 22) 

Holden Evening Prayer 
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4. Wednesday ministry topics 

* Nonperishable and household items on the outside 
flea market shelves are appreciated. 
* We can continue things as they are through for 
now. 
* Wednesday noon service/lunch are postponed until 
Nov. 3. 
 

5. Looking forward 
• Financials 

We got a donation of $1225 and a $6,000 
advance form Christ’s Pastors’ Discretionary 
Fund (loan) which should get us through the sale 
of the building/end of 2021.  

• For November 7 anniversary we will have a 
snack during coffee hour and share memories, 
especially of Mary Anne Yost.  People will be 
encouraged to send stories and pictures to 
Susan as soon as possible so she can put the 
booklet together: sm99smith@gmail.com or 5313 
Friendship Ave., Pgh, PA 15224. 

• Mary Anne Yost’s memorial service will be Nov. 
20 at Schellhaas Memorial in Franklin Park.  It 
will be in person. 

• No news this month on a different space to rent 
– 1st floor (or an elevator). If anyone finds an 
option, please contact Charles, Lee, or Jack.   

 
6. Old business 

Jobs: See chart below. 
 

7. New business 
* Construction workers had been parking in ELLC’s 
lot with no permission.  Discussion after church last 
week resulted in a flyer being placed on windshields 
stating that they were parking on private property 



 

 

 

 

 

10

without permission, we could not accept liability and 
asking them not to park there.  The next day and 
following days, no one has parked there. 
* Congregational Meeting will be Sunday, Nov. 21 
after liturgy, about 12:15.  If you want to call into the 
meeting, please let Susan or Jack know ahead of 
time so we can make the arrangements.   
* The next Council meeting will be set once we have 
the November pastors’ schedule.   
* Council consensus:  Recommendation that 
current council members continue for another 
year pending the sale of the building.   
 

8. Meeting adjourned with The Lord’s Prayer 
Marie moved; Dwight seconded.   

 
 

East Liberty Lutheran Church 

Congregational Meeting Minutes 

11/14/2021 
 

14 people present; we have a quorum. 

 

I. Pastor Henry opened the meeting with a prayer. 

 

II. Recommendation from Council:  Because of the 

ongoing unique circumstances affecting our 

congregation and the entire world, the ELLC 

Congregational Council of 2021 is willing to serve 

another year and recommends this council to serve 

ELLC during 2022. 

 

Unanimous vote 
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III. John Curry, as Treasurer, reviewed and 

recommended a General Fund budget for 2022.   

 

Synod Convention (Assembly) is not a PLUM 

expense.  It is ELLC’s responsibility which has 

frequently been paid by the member who attends.  

Marie moved to amend the budget; Sandi seconded 

it; unanimous vote. 

 

Unanimous vote on the budget. 

 

IV. John Curry, Vice President of the Congregation, read 

the four (4) resolutions aloud and answered 

questions. 

 

Key Development has sent a signed offer for 

2,300,000 which has been accepted by the council 

and signed by John Curry. 

 

John called for a voice vote to ratify all four 

resolutions.  The congregation voted unanimously to 

accept them. 

 

John received the signed agreement from Key in late 

Oct. He signed and Susan witnessed it on Nov. 3.   

 

Pr. John told Susan that the Thrivent account we sent 

up was closed because it went inactive for too long.  

Kurt H., Thrivent agent, has started the paperwork to 

open account so that it will be ready when we have 

the money.  

 

V. Marie moved to adjourn; Sandi seconded it.  We 

closed with the Doxology.  


