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Dear Partners in ministry, 

I find myself in an uncomfortable position because in 44 years of pastoral ministry 
I do not think I recommended we cancel on site services; or for that matter, even 
personally not attended on site Sunday worship more than a handful of times. And 
now it has gone on for 9 weeks during which time we have had to learn a myriad 
of new skill sets that have taken us all outside of our comfort zones.  Listening to 
the news media, regardless of which view you turn on and where you stand on the 
issues, is almost nauseating; not to mention how many times have you heard me 
say, to reopen you need to put together a plan where you are socially distant, 
socially isolating, physically separated, “spread out and sit as far apart from each 
other as you can?”    It is a confusing time to say the least. 

So where do we go from here when everything is changing so rapidly?  It seems the 
“old norms” and realities, as individuals, families, communities, and even in the 
Church, are being shifted and everything is up for grabs.  Or is it?  In the mantra 
words of my mother’s favorite T.V. program of the late 1960s, Star Trek, “We Boldly 
Go Where No One* Has Gone Before.”  

How apt it is that we are in the 10th week of this Coronavirus pandemic.  For us in 
our PLUM churches, it all began at the beginning of our 2020 Lenten journey when 
we cancelled all on site worship services for the sake and safety of our communities 
on the 3rd Sunday in Lent, the 15th of March.  As is true with everything we have 
done within our 11 congregations strong, 15-year-old cooperative ministry, we (as 
able), have found new ways to support each other in worship, meetings, and 
carrying on our ministries. But this is nothing new.  Imagine those early disciples 
and their first Lenten, Holy Week, Easter, Ascension, Pentecost journey (13 weeks).  
We, like the early disciples, can come out of this in a better place if we remember 
the lessons we have experienced, because we know the end of the story.  We know 
that for Christ it was not just suffering and death.  It was defeating death and 
instituting “new life.”  It was the tearing down the curtain in the temple and 
opening the church to a new day.   



For the disciples then and us today, the first forty days of Easter was a time to get 
their/our bearings as they/we walked with Christ into the new reality.  Then 
Ascension happened and “POOF” Christ was gone.  Oh, to be sure, the disciples 
(and we) tried to go back to life/church as usual and 10 days later, 50 days after his 
resurrection, (on Easter, CHRIST IS RISEN, HE IS RISEN INDEED, ALLELULIA!)   

“SWOOOSH” 

PENTECOST - The Coming of the Holy Spirit 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 
filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, 
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of them were 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave 
them ability.  Acts 2:1-4 

The “church” then and now is changed forever.  Through the touching of God’s 
Spirit, the people of God became Christ’s presence for the world. And no matter 
how hard they/we try to go back to business as usual, there will always be new 
avenues that push us ahead.  May we never forget those many millions and their 
families who served us on the front lines: the clerks, cleaners, first responders, food 
workers, sanitation workers, medical personnel, etc. to get us through this 
pandemic that in the 10 weeks over 100,000 Americans lost their lives  (for 
perspective, 58,220 soldiers died over 9 years in the Vietnam war).  Biblically once 
we are touched by God’s Spirit, life ceases to be about me.  Jesus’ words resonate 
this fact; “For God so loved the world that he gave….”; “given and shed for you….;” 
“I’ve come that you might have life…;”   

As we reopen our churches and reopen them we will, may we be ever mindful that 
it is not about us.  As Bishop Kusserow clarified and pointed out to our synod 
pastors on Monday, “this is not a sprint nor a marathon, because there are no 
markers as to how far we must go or where the finish line is.”  This is life and as 
Jesus states: “And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 
one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’  Matthew 
25:40. May this be what drives us as: “We Boldly Go Where No One* Has Gone 
Before. 

God’s Blessings on all you do as together we celebrate Christ’s presence in our 
midst.    

Peace, Pastor John J. Gropp 



 

Monday, June 1st via Zoom 
PLUM Board Meeting 
The accelerated PLUM Board meeting will be held on Monday, June 1 at 7:00 

p.m. via Zoom. 

 Join using Zoom the same way that you have for Worship or Bible Study this past 

week: 

Zoom online: https://zoom.us/j/401596541 

     Zoom by phone:  Call (646) 876-9923.  When prompted, enter the Meeting 

ID: 401 596 541 

 

Need help with bill's, avoiding eviction, healthcare access, food, mental health 

resources and/or help finding support services? 
A. Contact the United Way. Dial 211 or 1-888-553-5778, 
visit www.pa211southwest.org or text your zip code to 898 211. Help is available 
24/7. 
B. Log onto an online social service resource called Aunt Bertha. Once ugly ho 
to www.auntbrtha.com enter your zip code and you will be provided links to 
resources in your area, including goods, health,  housing,  transportation, etc.  It's 
funded locally by Highmark, AHN, and Gateway Health. 
C. Visit www.bigburgh.com which is a website that works like an app to help you 
find resources like food,  housing, employment, health and legal help.  
D. Community Food Bank pick up sites: www. Pittsburghfoodbank.org or call 412-
460-3663. 
 

Saturday, June 8th 
Diaper Bank   
 Trinity Lutheran Church (Mt. Oliver) (601 Brownsville Rd., Pittsburgh, PA 

15210) now has a Diaper Bank, for those who qualify.  The Diaper Bank will be 

open on the second Saturday of each month from 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.  Please use 

https://zoom.us/j/401596541
http://www.pa211southwest.org/
http://www.auntbrtha.com/
http://www.bigburgh.com/


the parking lot entrance.   You MUST have your WIC ID, SNAP card, or proof of 

income to sign-up.  You will receive diapers, wipes and ointment for each 

qualifying child. Diapers sizes are: Newborn to Adult.  Quantities are limited. 

On Sunday, May 24th we held a congregational meeting.  We had an offer for 

$180,000.  We agreed to deduct the EPA testing for the sale.  The church is 

financially responsible for the clean-up of the lots ($120,000 -$160,000).  The 

buyer is willing to accept the sale as is, pay the real estate agent, all closing costs 

and assume all liability for the EPA.  At the closing we will receive a check for 

$60,000.  The church is under contract and the closing is in July.  We voted to 

merge with Bethany Lutheran Church in Dormont.  

If you would like a “memory walk” through the church and/or to pick up some 

memento or item, please contact Val (412-708-5996) to set up an appointment.  

Some of the larger items are: refrigerators, microwaves, coffee urns, tables, 

chairs, desks, fans, hymnals, file cabinets.  As we start to clean out the church 

there will be other items that we will be able to list.  Kathy and Don Lindner has 

offered “if it fits in the SUV” they will help deliver it (help will be needed to load 

and unload).   

Since Trinity is transitioning and we can’t have a final service together, we would 

like to invite each member to send in a thought, a favorite Bible verse, a photo, a 

memory from their time at Trinity— anything you might want to share as part of a 

farewell. The submissions would be collected and shared with the current 

members in the form of a booklet. 

 

 


