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Dear Partners in ministry, 

CONTINUING OUR STUDY 

“For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be 

remembered or come to mind.”  (Isaiah 65.17) 

We have benefitted greatly from the technology that has enabled us to meet, to worship 

and to study together using the Zoom application on our various devices.  It has enabled 

us to take care of business, to greet one another and to keep in touch.  New acquaintances 

have been made and old acquaintances have been strengthened. 

We recognize that we are in a new, critical time.  The covid-19 pandemic has interrupted 

our usual way of being present with one another.  Now some of our congregations are 

starting to open their buildings, cautiously.  The disruption of our civil order brought on 

by the increased awareness of the inequities in our society and the violence that has been 

promoted by some and condemned by others has made it painfully clear that we live in a 

divided nation. Racism has been deeply embedded in our society and its culture.  We can 

no longer ignore or turn a deaf ear to the neglect of some and the indifference of others.   

I commend to you Isaiah 65 which presents the possibility that God is using this time ‘to 

create a new heaven and a new earth.’  God declares that the original intent of creation is 

that all creation would live in harmony and unity having mutual respect for one another.  

God intended that all should be adequately provided with the fruits of the earth and live in 

a healthy, safe and peaceful community. 

The summer study series, which will begin on July 7, is entitled “The tensions of being in 

relationship: Reflections on broken covenants and ways of healing.” We will use a 

variety of media and center on the current issues of our day.  It is our intention to be frank 

and honest in our presentations and to struggle together to know and work toward 

solutions that reflect God’s creative work in our world and among us. 

The summer series will meet in two identical sessions weekly: Tuesday at 1:00 p.m. and 

Thursday at 7:00 p.m.  One of the pastors will lead each session.  You are invited to attend 

one or both sessions each week.  As always, our study will be grounded in the Word of 

God, in our experience, and in our hope for the future. 



In order to participate by video, go to Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/401596541  

or by phone:  +1 646 876 9923 US.  The meeting ID is 401 596 541. 

ALL ARE WELCOME – MEMBERS AND GUESTS ALIKE! 

May God bless our time together, and may we find new hope in the midst of chaos, anger, 

and confusion. 

Pastor Paul Koch, on behalf of the PLUM Pastoral Team 

 

 

Monday, June 29th via Zoom 
PLUM Board Meeting 
The accelerated PLUM Board meeting will be held on Monday, June 29 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. 

 Join using Zoom the same way that you have for Worship or Bible Study this past week: Zoom 

online: https://zoom.us/j/401596541      Zoom by phone:  Call (646) 876-9923.  When 

prompted, enter the Meeting ID: 401 596 541 

 

Need help with bill's, avoiding eviction, healthcare access, food, mental health resources 

and/or help finding support services? 
A. Contact the United Way. Dial 211 or 1-888-553-5778, visit www.pa211southwest.org or text 
your zip code to 898 211. Help is available 24/7. 
B. Log onto an online social service resource called Aunt Bertha. Once ugly ho 
to www.auntbrtha.com enter your zip code and you will be provided links to resources in your 
area, including goods, health,  housing,  transportation, etc.  It's funded locally by 
Highmark, AHN, and Gateway Health. 
C. Visit www.bigburgh.com which is a website that works like an app to help you find 
resources like food,  housing, employment, health and legal help.  
D. Community Food Bank pick up sites: www. Pittsburghfoodbank.org or call 412-460-3663. 
 

Saturday, July 11th 
Diaper Bank   
 Trinity Lutheran Church (Mt. Oliver) (601 Brownsville Rd., Pittsburgh, PA 15210) is holding it’s 

last diaper bank.  

https://zoom.us/j/401596541
https://zoom.us/j/401596541
http://www.pa211southwest.org/
http://www.auntbrtha.com/
http://www.bigburgh.com/


The Diaper Bank is moving to St. Basil’s Church at 1735 Brownsville Road as of the end of July.  

It will be open on the Second Saturday of each month.  The first diaper distribution at the new 

location is August 8th.  The same rules apply. 

The Diaper Bank will reopen on the second Saturday of each month from 9:00 - 11:00 

a.m.  Please use the parking lot entrance.   You MUST have your WIC ID, SNAP card, or proof 

of income to sign-up.  You will receive diapers, wipes and ointment for each qualifying child. 

Diapers sizes are: Newborn to Adult.  Quantities are limited. 

 

CLOSING & TRANSFER 

The church is under contract and the closing is in July.  We voted to transfer to Bethany 

Lutheran Church in Dormont.  

If you would like a “memory walk” through the church and/or to pick up some memento or 

item, please contact Val (412-708-5996) to set up an appointment.  Some of the larger items 

are: refrigerators, microwaves, coffee urns, tables, chairs, desks, fans, hymnals, file cabinets.  

As we start to clean out the church there will be other items that we will be able to list.  Kathy 

and Don Lindner has offered “if it fits in the SUV” they will help deliver it (help will be needed 

to load and unload).   

Since Trinity is transitioning and we can’t have a final service together, we would like to invite 

each member to send in a thought, a favorite Bible verse, a photo, a memory from their time 

at Trinity— anything you might want to share as part of a farewell. The submissions would be 

collected and shared with the current members in the form of a booklet. 

We are, however, working on a Service for Saturday, August 1st to commemorate the Church. 

The Service will be held via Zoom.  More information will be coming in our last newsletter. 

 

PLUM Summer Discussion Series 

The Tensions of being in Relationship: 

Reflections on Broken Covenants and Ways of Healing 

 



 
 

Please join us for discussion beginning July 7, 2020: 

Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. and Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 “But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says 

the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their 

God, and they shall be my people.” Jeremiah 31:33 

The call in line for these discussions is: 

Zoom online: https://zoom.us/j/401596541 

Zoom by phone: +1 646 876 9923 US 

Meeting ID: 401 596 541 

 

Church: We Need To Talk About Racism 

Wednesday, June 24: 7 PM 

Join by Video: https://zoom.us/j/96308852158  

A synod-wide conversation on how our congregations can begin conversations on race  

and racism and the systems that perpetuate it. Intended especially for lay leadership but open 

to ministers as well, this event is held by the Authentic Diversity & Justice Task Force of our 

synod. 
 

Synod Assembly has been rescheduled for Saturday, November 14, 2020 via ZOOM Meetings. 

While this is a new format for our Synod Assembly, we know that we have the ability to adapt 

to this change during these unprecedented times. Since we will be facilitating this assembly in 

an online format, there are new considerations for voting members. 

https://zoom.us/j/401596541
https://swpasynod.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a23881a5c641ed10cd7f24da0&id=59db50932b&e=d95c26df50

