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PLUM Worship 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 

September 12, 2021 

3:00 p.m. 
 

 

PRELUDE    FOR EVERYONE BORN 
https://youtu.be/itr-xD7yDio 

 

WELCOME and PRAYER REQUESTS  
 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

God created all things. 

We celebrate all that God created when we gather. 

God made us the image of the Creator. 

We were created to create. 
 

 

 HYMN     FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH 
HTTPS://YOUTU.BE/PYOJ7BR6W8G 

1. For the beauty of the earth, 

For the glory of the skies, 

For the love from which our birth 

Over and around us lies. 

Refrain 

Lord of all, to Thee we raise 

This our hymn of grateful praise. 
 

2. For the beauty of each hour, 

Of the day and of the night, 

Hill and vale and tree and flower, 

Sun and moon, and stars of light.   Refrain 
 

3. For the joy of human love, 

Brother, sister, parent, child, 

Friends on earth and friends above, 

For all gentle thoughts and mild.   Refrain 
 

4. For Thyself, best gift divine, 

To our world so freely given; 

For that great, great love of Thine, 

Peace on earth and joy in heaven:  Refrain 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

Creator of all things, 

We have failed to care for all that you have made. We 

have squandered resources and oppressed others. 

Forgive us for what we have done and have failed to 

do. Teach us how to be steward of your creation with 

care and nurture. Amen. 
 

Our God will always love all that God has made. 

Although we sin, God forgives. Receive now the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, granted as a gift from a loving 

God. In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen. 
 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  Creator God, You have created us in your 

image. Teach us to create, build up, and contribute to this 

beautiful world you have made. Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

FIRST READING             Genesis 1:1—2:4a 

Readers: Narrator, God 

Narrator: In the beginning when God created the heavens 

and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness 

covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 

swept over the face of the waters. Then God said,  

God: “Let there be light.”  

Narrator: And there was light. And God saw that the light 

was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 

God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. 

And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

Narrator: And God said,  

God: “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and 

let it separate the waters from the waters.”  

Narrator: So God made the dome and separated the waters 

that were under the dome from the waters that were above 

the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And 

there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

Narrator: And God said,  

God: “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together 

into one place, and let the dry land appear.”  

Narrator: And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, 

and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. 

And God saw that it was good. Then God said,  

God: “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding 

seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit 

with the seed in it.”  

Narrator: And it was so. The earth brought forth 

vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of 

every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw 

that it was good. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the third day. And God said,  

https://youtu.be/itr-xD7yDio
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God: “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to 

separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs 

and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be 

lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.”  

Narrator: And it was so. God made the two great lights—

the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule 

the night—and the stars. God set them in the dome of the 

sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and 

over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. 

And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and 

there was morning, the fourth day. And God said,  

God: “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, 

and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 

Narrator: So God created the great sea monsters and 

every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which 

the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. 

And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying,  

God: “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the 

seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.”  

Narrator: And there was evening and there was morning, 

the fifth day. And God said,  

God: “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every 

kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the 

earth of every kind.”  

Narrator: And it was so. God made the wild animals of 

the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and 

everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And 

God saw that it was good. Then God said,  

God: “Let us make humankind in our image, according to 

our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of 

the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, 

and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every 

creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”  

Narrator: So God created humankind in his image, in the 

image of God he created them; male and female he created 

them. God blessed them, and God said to them,  

God: “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and 

subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and 

over the birds of the air and over every living thing that 

moves upon the earth.” 

Narrator: God said,  

God: “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that 

is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed 

in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every 

beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to 

everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 

breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.”  

Narrator: And it was so. God saw everything that he had 

made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was 

evening and there was morning, the sixth day. Thus the 

heavens and the earth were finished, and all their 

multitude. And on the seventh day God finished the work 

that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all 

the work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day 

and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work 

that he had done in creation. These are the generations of 

the heavens and the earth when they were created. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION https://youtu.be/0k67nFHgvII 

Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go?  You have the words 

of eternal life.  Alleluia!  
 

 

GOSPEL                                                  John 1:1-5 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning 

with God. 3All things came into being through him, and 

without him not one thing came into being. What has 

come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light 

of all people. 
5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overcome it. 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON PASTOR SUE DEVINE  
 

HYMN    SPIRIT OF GENTLENESS 

HTTPS://YOUTU.BE/FWBXYPGGN20 

Refrain 

 Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 

 blow through the wilderness calling and free; 

 Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 

 stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 
 

1 You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, 

 then you coaxed up the mountains  

from the valleys of sleep; 

 and over the eons you called to each thing: 

 "Awake from your slumbers  

and rise on your wings."  Refrain 
 

2 You swept through the desert, 

you stung with the sand, 

 and you goaded your people with a law and a land; 

 and when they were blinded with idols and lies, 

 then you spoke through your prophets  

to open their eyes.  Refrain 
 

3 You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill, 

 then you whispered in silence  

when the whole world was still; 

 and down in the city you called once again, 

 when you blew through your people on the rush of 

the wind.  Refrain 
 

4 You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes. 

 From the bondage of sorrow  

all the captives dream dreams; 

 our women see visions, our men clear their eyes. 

 With bold new decisions your people arise.  Refrain 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 

heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On 

the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
 

A brief silence. 

O Lord, you said, “Let it be,” and it was so. And it was 

good. Remind us of the power of words to create, to build 

up, and to break down. May your good always be our 

guide. Creator God, Hear our prayer. 
 

Light and dark, oceans and land, fish and creeping 

creatures—all owe their existence to you. May we never 

forget that we also were brought forth by your creative 

hand, as we carry out our duty to care for all that lives and 

relies on our faithful stewardship for its continuance. 

Creator God, Hear our prayer. 
 

Comfort, O Lord, those who still bear the inner and outer 

wounds of the September 11 tragedy. When events too 

great to comprehend threaten to overwhelm us, remind us 

that you are still great enough and compassionate enough 

to hold this entire world in the palm of your hand. Creator 

God, Hear our prayer. 
 

Just as your spirit first brought our clay to life, so now 

breathe your healing into all who crave wholeness, 

especially... Creator God, Hear our prayer. 
 

God of all good gifts, your Son gathered children into his 

arms and blessed them. Help us to understand our youth as 

they grow in years and in knowledge of your world. Teach 

us to encourage their search for truth and value in their lives.  

Protect and bless all of our young people, especially…. 

Creator God, Hear our prayer. 

Lord, be with us during this discernment process of calling 

a new pastor.  Open our eyes and our ears, Lord.  You 

know what is best for the ministry of PLUM.  Walk with 

us during this journey of discernment, so that we clearly 

hear and do what is your will.  Creator God, Hear our 

prayer. 

Grant confidence and zeal to members of our PLUM 

congregations that we may faithfully carry out your work 

which you have entrusted to us. Creator God, Hear our 

prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

All creation sings your praise, O Lord: that which has 

gone before and that which has yet to be. Join us eternally 

with our sisters and brothers living in your light 

perpetual, that we may one day join hands again as your 

heavenly family. Creator God, Hear our prayer. 
 

You speak the word, and it is so. Receive our prayers and 

give us such hope in your promises that we never hesitate 

to ask, knowing that you hear us when we pray. Amen.  
 

 

PEACE 

The minister and the assembly greet each other in the 

peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

At this time, we offer ourselves to God—our physical 

resources and our whole life—recognizing that all we are 

and all we have are God's given to us and for which we 

are stewards.  If you have a monetary offering for your 

congregation, please send it or deliver it to the church. 

Let us pray. We bring to you, Lord, gifts out of the 

abundance you have created for us. Receive our gifts, and 

use them to continue making this world all that it can be. 

We thank you for your creativity and your endless love, in 

the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at 

all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, 

almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and 

by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 

the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 

your name and join their unending hymn: 
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In the night in which he was betrayed  

our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks; broke it,  

and gave it to his disciples, saying;  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it for all to drink, saying:   

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as the 

Lord taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN https://youtu.be/1UJR4XLdYfE 

 
INVITATION 

All who hunger and thirst, come.  The table is ready. 
 

Take and eat the body of Christ given for you. 

Take and drink the blood of Christ shed for you. 

Amen. 
 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 

you and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 
 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn 

the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. Send 

us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing 

witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 
 God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 

People of God, you are Christ’s body, 

bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

HYMN    HOW GREAT THOU ART 
https://youtu.be/D8u5alVpykg 

1 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

 consider all the works thy hand hath made, 

 I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 

 thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed; 
 

Refrain 

 Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 

 how great thou art! How great thou art! 

 Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 

 how great thou art! How great thou art! 
 

2 When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation, 

 and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

 Then I shall bow in humble adoration 

 and there proclaim, “My God, how great thou art!” 

Refrain 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and GOD SIGHTINGS 
 

 

COFFEE HOUR 
 

 

TODAY – Welcome! 

Bible Study on REVELATION 
Tuesdays at 1 PM and Thursdays at 7 PM 

Join us on ZOOM! 
 

Join Pastor Paul for BIBLE STUDY on Thursday mornings on 
ZOOM from 10AM to 11AM as we dive deeper into  

the scripture readings for upcoming Sundays! 
 

The call-in line for PLUM Worship Services and Bible Studies: 
Zoom online: https://zoom.us/j/401596541 
Zoom by phone: (646) 876 9923    Meeting ID: 401 596 541 
 
 
 

PLUM Pastoral Team: 
The Reverend John Gropp 412-680-7867 
The Reverend Brenda Henry 412-390-8005 
The Reverend Susan Devine 412-496-4889 
The Reverend Paul Koch 773-848-1470 
 

If you are not already connected to one of our congregations 
and would like to support our ministry, please send donations 
to:  Pittsburgh Lutheran United Ministries, 405 Kennedy 
Avenue, Duquesne, PA 15110 

https://youtu.be/1UJR4XLdYfE
https://youtu.be/D8u5alVpykg
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