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SEPTEMBER 19, 2021 
3:00 PM 

ON ZOOM AND AT 

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

353 RIDGE AVENUE, FOREST HILLS 

 

Pittsburgh Lutheran United Ministries (PLUM) 
The Reverend John J. Gropp 

The Reverend Dr. Paul Koch 

The Reverend Brenda Henry 

The Reverend Sue Devine 

Dawn Dietz, Organist 
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[Preparation if you are participating on zoom: 
1. Prior to the service, place a drop of vegetable or 

olive oil in a small cup or dish.  If you have no oil, 
you could use lotion or water. 

2. Have a candle available to light during the time 
of anointing. 

3. Have a piece of bread and wine or a suitable 
substitute available for communion.] 

 

Prelude 
 

Welcome And Prayer Requests 
 

Apostolic Greeting 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
L: We are gathered today to hear the Word of God, 

to pray for those in need, to ask God’s blessing on those 
who seek healing and wholeness, and to pray for the 
healing of creation and all nations. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
L: Great God our healer, by your power, the Lord Jesus 

healed the sick and gave hope to the hopeless.  As we 
gather in God’s name, 

C: look upon us with mercy and bless us with your healing 
spirit. 

L: Bring us comfort in the midst of pain, strength to 
transform our weakness, 

C: and light to illuminate our darkness. 
L: Send forth your Spirit to lead the nations of our world 

C: that they may find peace and safety among their 
people.  Amen. 

 

Song:  “Listen, God Is Calling”  ELW 513  
[Notice the parts designated for the Leader/cantor and 
those designated for ‘All’.] 
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1st Reading:     James 5:13-16 
3Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any 

cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. 14Are any among 

you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and 

have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the 

name of the Lord. 15The prayer of faith will save the sick, 

and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has 

committed sins will be forgiven. 16Therefore confess your 

sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you 

may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and 

effective. 
 

L: The word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel:     John 5:2-9a 
2Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called 

in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five porticoes. 3In these 

lay many invalids — blind, lame, and paralyzed. 5One man 

was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 6When 

Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been there 

a long time, he said to him, "Do you want to be made 

well?" 7The sick man answered him, "Sir, I have no one to 

put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; and 

while I am making my way, someone else steps down ahead 

of me." 8Jesus said to him, "Stand up, take your mat and 

walk." 9At once the man was made well, and he took up his 

mat and began to walk. 
 

L: The gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon:   Pastor Brenda Henry 
 
 
Song:  “Healer of Our Every Ill”  ELW 612  
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Prayers 
L: Let us pray.  God the Father, you desire the health and 

salvation of all people. 
C: We praise you and thank you, O Lord. 
 

L: God the Son, you came that we might have life, and 
might have it more abundantly. 

C: We praise you and thank you, O Lord. 
 

L: God the Holy Spirit, you make our bodies the temples of 
your presence. 

C: We praise you and thank you, O Lord. 
 

L: Lord, grant your healing grace to all who are sick, 
injured, or disabled, that they may be made whole.  
Lord, in your mercy,  

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: Mend broken relationships and restore those in 
emotional distress to soundness of mind and serenity of 
spirit.   Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: Bless physicians, nurses, and all others who minister to 
the suffering; grant them wisdom and skill, sympathy 
and patience.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: Grant to the dying a peaceful, holy death, and with your 
grace strengthen those who mourn.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: Restore to wholeness whatever is broken in our lives, in 
this nation, and in our world.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 
 

L: Gracious God, in baptism you anointed us with the oil of 
salvation, and joined us to the death and resurrection of 
your Son.  Bless all who seek your healing presence in 
their lives.  In their suffering draw them more deeply into 
the mystery of your love, that following Christ in the way 
of the cross they may know the power of his resurrection. 

C: Amen. 
 
Prayer to Bless the Anointing Oil 
L: O God, you are the strength of the weak and the 

comfort of sufferers.  Mercifully hear our prayers and 
grant to your servants the help of your power, that 
sickness may be turned into health and sorrow into joy.  
Bless this anointing oil or substance that it may convey 
the healing power of your love. 

C: Amen. 
 
Anointing and Personal Prayer 
[Those who are worshiping in person are invited to come 
forward to silently offer prayer and light a candle, placing it 
in the sand as a visible reminder of your prayer.  Then take 
one of the containers of oil and return to your seat. 

Those who are worshipping on zoom are invited to light a 
candle and spend time in prayer. 

After the hymns, together and when instructed, you will dip 
an index finger in your anointing oil/substance then make 
the sign of the cross on your forehead.] 
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Hymns during Personal Prayer 
[These are repetitive songs meant to encourage meditation 
as they are sung.] 
 

“Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am”  ELW 814 
 

“In The Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful” Taizé 
 

“Ubi Caritas et Amor”   ELW 642 
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L: Let us all now receive the blessed anointing from our 
Lord and Savior. 

[Dip your index finger in your anointing oil and 
make the sign of the cross on your forehead.] 

 

 
Prayer 
L: Let us pray.  Gracious God, you are a source of strength 

and life.  To you, our Creator, all living creatures in 
heaven and on earth bow and obey.  Be now and 
evermore our sure defense and help us to know that 
the name given to us for health and salvation is the 
name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

Song:  “For the Healing of . . .” 
 

[The Assembly repeats each refrain sung by the cantor.] 
 

L: For the healing of each other, we pray to you, O God. 

C: For the healing of each other, we pray to you, O God. 

L: For the healing of the nations, we pray to you, O God. 

C: For the healing of the nations, we pray to you, O God. 

L: For the healing of creation, we pray to you, O God. 

C: For the healing of creation, we pray to you, O God. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts.   

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, 

almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 

glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 

life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 
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In the night in which he was betrayed  
our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks; broke it,  
and gave it to his disciples, saying;  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying:   
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

Lord's Prayer 
L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as the 

Lord taught us. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation 
L: All who hunger and thirst, come.  The table is ready. 
 

L: Take and eat the body of Christ given for you. 
Take and drink the blood of Christ shed for you. 

C: Amen. 
 
Communion Blessing 
L: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 

you and keep you in his grace.   
C: Amen. 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
L: Let us pray.  Merciful God, constant source of all healing, 

we give you thanks for all your gifts of strength and life, 
and above all we thank you for the gift of your Son, 
through whom we have health and salvation. As we wait 
for that day when there will be no more pain, help us by 
your Holy Spirit to be assured of your power in our lives 
and to trust in your eternal love; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
Blessing 
L: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 

believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

L: The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
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Sending Song: “Send Me, Lord” ELW 809 

  
 
Dismissal 
L: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!  

Thank you all for joining us today. 
 

Pittsburgh Lutheran United Ministries (PLUM) 
www.plumofpa.com 
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