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PLUM Worship 

1st Sunday of Advent 
 

Jeremiah’s Letter to the Exiles 

November 28, 2021 

3:00 p.m. 
 

PRELUDE    HTTPS://YOUTU.BE/MEMVTNIW8RG 

Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 

 

WELCOME and PRAYER REQUESTS 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Come into God’s house with a hope and a promise: 

Despite the darkness, the light awaits us. 

Set down roots and find a new normal, 

And when sought, God will be found! 

 

HYMN        O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
https://youtu.be/SR6zGQcGMcs 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

 and ransom captive Israel, 

 that mourns in lonely exile here 

 until the Son of God appear 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

2 O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer; 

 Our Spirits by thine advent here. 

 Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

 and death's dark shadows put to flight. 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

3 O, come, Desire of nations, bring 

All people to their Savior king. 

Thou Corner-stone who makest one 

Complete in us thy work begun. 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 shall come to thee, O Israel. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

Healing God, 
 

We come into this house broken and lost. We bring our 

worries and our fears. We bring the weight of having 

acted out in ways that hurt others, you, and ourselves. 

We wonder if there will ever be a time when light will 

find us. Forgive what we have done and heal us, for the 

sake of the one who gave everything for us, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

God offers light and healing. God invites us into a new 

way of being. Despite our sin, God forgives. Receive and 

welcome God’s forgiveness, for you are made clean and 

whole again. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

HYMN   Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 
https://youtu.be/Se8EOErrkvg 

 

1 Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 

 let the light banish darkness. 

 He shall bring salvation to Israel, 

 God fulfills the promise. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

Just as Jeremiah spoke to a nation in despair, we see a 

world suffering, and struggle with our own challenges, 

wondering ‘How long, O Lord?’  
 

But Jeremiah speaks a word of hope, proclaiming God’s 

promise of restoration, even if we must wait patiently for it. 
 

We light this candle as a sign of that expectant hope.  

(light candle 1) 
 

A flame of anticipation that points to God’s mighty deeds 

in a dark world desperate for God’s radiant love. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. God of restoration, When the Israelites were 

exiled, you invited them to accept a new normal. Show us 

how to move forward when it seems all is lost. Amen. 
 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

FIRST READING   Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14 

Readers: Narrator, Lord 

Narrator: These are the words of the letter that the 

prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the remaining 

elders among the exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, 

https://youtu.be/MEmvTNiW8rg
https://youtu.be/SR6zGQcGMcs
https://youtu.be/Se8EOErrkvg
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and all the people, whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into 

exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. Thus says the Lord of 

hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent 

into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon:  

Lord: Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and 

eat what they produce. Take wives and have sons and 

daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your 

daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and 

daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. But seek 

the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, 

and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you 

will find your welfare. 

Narrator: For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of 

Israel:  

Lord: Do not let the prophets and the diviners who are 

among you deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams 

that they dream, for it is a lie that they are prophesying to 

you in my name; I did not send them,  

Narrator: Says the Lord. For thus says the Lord:  

Lord: Only when Babylon’s seventy years are completed 

will I visit you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and 

bring you back to this place. For surely I know the plans I 

have for you,  

Narrator: Says the Lord,  

Lord: Plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give 

you a future with hope. Then when you call upon me and 

come and pray to me, I will hear you. When you search 

for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your 

heart, I will let you find me,  

Narrator: Says the Lord,  

Lord: And I will restore your fortunes and gather you from 

all the nations and all the places where I have driven you,  

Narrator: Says the Lord,  

Lord: And I will bring you back to the place from which I 

sent you into exile. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL      John 14:27 

The holy gospel according to John, the 14th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not 

give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 

troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                             PASTOR JOHN GROPP 

HYMN    My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness 
https://youtu.be/pKzdz90bHnE 

1 My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord; 

 I sing my Savior's praise! 

 You looked upon my lowliness, 

 and I am full of grace. 

 Now ev'ry land and ev'ry age 

 this blessing shall proclaim— 

 great wonders you have done for me, 

 and holy is your name. 

2 To all who live in holy fear 

 your mercy ever flows. 

 With mighty arm you dash the proud, 

 their scheming hearts expose. 

 The ruthless you have cast aside, 

 the lowly throned instead; 

 the hungry filled with all good things, 

 the rich sent off unfed. 
 

3 To Israel, your servant blest, 

 your help is ever sure; 

 the promise to our parents made 

 their children will secure. 

 Sing glory to the Holy One, 

 give honor to the Word, 

 and praise the Pow'r of the Most High, 

 one God, by all adored. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 

heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On 

the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence 

We do not always like what we are being asked to do, O 

Lord. Life is one way and we would like it to be another. 

We’re not in the right place, doing the right thing at the 

time we would prefer. Show us, Lord, that where we are 

now is exactly where you need us to be, and assure us of 

the blessings which you have promised. Comforting God, 

Hear our prayer. 
 

You give us a peace which the world cannot, O Lord. 

Discourage us from seeking after temporary assurances or 

flimsy hopes. Instill generosity within us during a season 

that can often become a frantic scramble to take care of 

our own concerns. Open us to the unfolding mystery of 

your presence among us. Comforting God, Hear our 

prayer. 

https://youtu.be/pKzdz90bHnE
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We give you thanks for a time to pause in gratitude for all 

the blessings of our lives. We thank you for family, for food 

and shelter, for friends and neighbors and our church 

community. Bless all those who find themselves alone on 

holidays, whether by choice or otherwise, and make of us 

one great human family. Comforting God, Hear our prayer. 
 

God of all good gifts, your Son gathered children into his 

arms and blessed them. Help us to understand our youth as 

they grow in years and in knowledge of your world. Teach 

us to encourage their search for truth and value in their 

lives.  Protect and bless all of our young people, 

especially…. Comforting God, Hear our prayer. 
 

Lord, be with us during this discernment process of calling 

a new pastor.  You know what is best for the ministry of 

PLUM.  Open our eyes, ears, and hearts, Lord, so that we 

clearly hear and do what is your will.  Comforting God, 

Hear our prayer. 
 

Grant confidence and zeal to members of our PLUM 

congregations that we may faithfully carry out your work 

which you have entrusted to us.  Comforting God, Hear 

our prayer. 
 

There is more suffering in the world than we can 

sometimes comprehend, and yet you hold us all in the 

palm of your hand. Pour out your healing spirit on all who 

cry to you. Send a special blessing this day to... 

Comforting God, Hear our prayer. 
 

Like saints before us who waited on the fulfillment of 

your word, we find our peace in your faithfulness to all 

generations. Uphold us with your promises still, and 

assure us of our place among the heavenly throngs who 

adore you eternally. Comforting God, Hear our prayer. 
 

For what else do we pray?  [Silence]  

Comforting God, Hear our prayer. 
 

We have asked, and you have heard. Surround all those 

for whom we pray with your mercy, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

PEACE 

The minister and the assembly greet each other in the 

peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

At this time, we offer ourselves to God—our physical 

resources and our whole life—recognizing that all we are 

and all we have are God's given to us and for which we 

are stewards.  If you have a monetary offering for your 

congregation, please send it or deliver it to the church. 
 

Let us pray. Even when we are lost or broken, we know 

that healing comes when we reach out, rather than isolate, 

give, rather than withhold. So, we bring our offerings to 

you in the hope that abundant blessings come not only for 

us, but for those who benefit from these gifts that we 

offer. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at 

all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, 

almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the 

Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things 

new in the day when he comes to judge the world in 

righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 

the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 

your name and join their unending hymn:  
 

 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took 

bread, gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

saying; Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.   

Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and 

gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 

the forgiveness of sin.  Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the mystery 

of our faith: 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as the 

Lord taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
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us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

COMMUNION HYMN https://youtu.be/1UJR4XLdYfE 

 

INVITATION 

Come to the table, this feast is prepared for you. 

Take and eat the body of Christ given for you. 

Take and drink the blood of Christ shed for you. 

Amen. 
 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 

you and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 
 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray.  God for whom we wait, in this meal you 

give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be 

fed with good things. Send us forth to make known 

your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 

the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 

☩ now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 

HYMN   Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn 
 https://youtu.be/UKxm6gQEwgQ 

 

1 Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn,  

 for angels herald its dawning. 

 Sing out your joy, for soon he is born,  

 behold! the Child of our longing. 

 Come as a baby weak and poor, 

 to bring all hearts together, 

 he opens wide the heav'nly door  

 and lives now inside us forever. 
 

2 To us, to all in sorrow and fear,  

 Emmanuel comes a-singing, 

 his humble song is quiet and near,  

 yet fills the earth with its ringing; 

 music to heal the broken soul  

 and hymns of lovingkindness, 

 the thunder of his anthems roll  

 to shatter all hatred and blindness. 
 

3 In darkest night his coming shall be,  

 when all the world is despairing, 

 as morning light so quiet and free,  

 so warm and gentle and caring. 

 Then shall the mute break forth in song,  

 the lame shall leap in wonder, 

 the weak be raised above the strong,  

 and weapons be broken asunder. 
 

4 Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night,  

 though dark the winter and cheerless, 

 the rising sun shall crown you with light,  

 be strong and loving and fearless. 

 Love be our song and love our prayer  

 and love our endless story; 

 may God fill ev'ry day we share  

 and bring us at last into glory. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and GOD SIGHTINGS 

COFFEE HOUR 

 

 

During the season of Advent, join PLUM congregations for 

HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER on Wednesdays at 7 PM via zoom. 

The first one is this Wednesday, December 1. 
 

The call-in line for PLUM Worship Services and Bible Studies: 

Zoom online: https://zoom.us/j/401596541 

Zoom by phone: (646) 876 9923    Meeting ID: 401 596 541 
 

PLUM Pastoral Team: 

The Reverend John Gropp 412-680-7867 

The Reverend Brenda Henry 412-390-8005 

The Reverend Susan Devine 412-496-4889 

The Reverend Paul Koch 773-848-1470 
 

 

If you are not already connected to one of our congregations 

and would like to support our ministry, please send donations 

to:  Pittsburgh Lutheran United Ministries, 405 Kennedy 

Avenue, Duquesne, PA 15110 

https://youtu.be/1UJR4XLdYfE
https://youtu.be/UKxm6gQEwgQ
about:blank

