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PLUM Worship 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 

Nicodemus 
 

January 23, 2022 

10:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. 
 

 

 

PRELUDE       We Are Called  https://youtu.be/D8_4C5aj0KE 

 

WELCOME and PRAYER REQUESTS  
 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Jesus calls us to worship. 

We come with open ears, minds, and hearts. 

We come with our shame. 

We leave with healing. 
 

 

HYMN          Borning Cry 
https://youtu.be/WUfLZNtAtjA 

1 "I was there to hear your borning cry, 

 I'll be there when you are old. 

 I rejoiced the day you were baptized 

 to see your life unfold. 

 I was there when you were but a child, 

 with a faith to suit you well; 

 in a blaze of light you wandered off 

 to find where demons dwell." 
 

2 "When you heard the wonder of the Word 

 I was there to cheer you on; 

 you were raised to praise the living Lord, 

 to whom you now belong. 

 If you find someone to share your time 

 and you join your hearts as one, 

 I'll be there to make your verses rhyme 

 from dusk till rising sun." 
 

3 "In the middle ages of your life, 

 not too old, no longer young, 

 I'll be there to guide you through the night, 

 complete what I've begun. 

 When the evening gently closes in 

 and you shut your weary eyes, 

 I'll be there as I have always been, 

 with just one more surprise." 
 

4 "I was there to hear your borning cry, 

 I'll be there when you are old. 

 I rejoiced the day you were baptized 

 to see your life unfold." 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We confess our sins before God and one another. 
 

Pause for silence and reflection. 
 

Merciful God, 
 

Jesus shows us all the ways that we fall short. He also  

provides a way out of the holes we dig ourselves into.  

Forgive us our sins, and show us how to make better  

choices, be better friends, parents, kids, partners, and  

co-workers. Let Christ’s light shine through us, for the  

sake of Jesus we pray. Amen. 
 

Jesus does, indeed, forgive. Jesus cleanses us of our sin  

and recreates us in God’s image. Receive the entire  

forgiveness of all your sins. Go, and walk free of guilt,  

shame, and sin. You are made new! In Jesus’ name we  

pray. Amen. 
 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  Light of the world, You sent Nicodemus by 

cover of night to learn from Jesus, and Jesus shone a light 

on the darkness many were living under. Shine your light 

on us so that we may be beacons for others. Amen. 
                    

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

FIRST READING                                Psalm 139:13-18 
 

13For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me 

together in my mother’s womb. 
14I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 

Wonderful are your works; that I know very well. 
15My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being 

made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
16Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. In your book 

were written all the days that were formed for me, when 

none of them as yet existed. 
17How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast 

is the sum of them! 
18I try to count them—they are more than the sand; I come 

to the end—I am still with you. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

https://youtu.be/D8_4C5aj0KE
https://youtu.be/WUfLZNtAtjA
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GOSPEL                                                      John 3:1-21 

The holy gospel according to John, the 3rd chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Readers: Narrator, Nicodemus, Jesus 

Narrator: Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a 

leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to 

him,  

Nicodemus: “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 

has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you 

do apart from the presence of God.”  

Narrator: Jesus answered him,  

Jesus: “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom 

of God without being born from above.”  

Narrator: Nicodemus said to him,  

Nicodemus: “How can anyone be born after having 

grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s 

womb and be born?”  

Narrator: Jesus answered,  

Jesus: “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the 

kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 

What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the 

Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, 

‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it 

chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not 

know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 

everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  

Narrator: Nicodemus said to him,  

Nicodemus: “How can these things be?”  

Narrator: Jesus answered him,  

Jesus: “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 

understand these things? Very truly, I tell you, we speak 

of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet 

you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about 

earthly things and you do not believe, how can you 

believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has 

ascended into heaven except the one who descended from 

heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the 

serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 

up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so 

that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may 

have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into 

the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 

world might be saved through him. Those who believe in 

him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are 

condemned already, because they have not believed in the 

name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment, 

that the light has come into the world, and people loved 

darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 

For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the 

light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those 

who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be 

clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON PASTOR SUE DEVINE 
 

 

HYMN   Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters 
https://youtu.be/VNl2jEBDbmE 

 

1. Wash, O God, our sons and daughters, 

where your cleansing waters flow. 

Number them among your people; 

bless as Christ blessed long ago. 

Weave them garments bright and sparkling; 

compass them with love and light 

Fill, anoint them; send your Spirit, 

holy dove and heart's delight. 

Refrain 

Make us clean; make us new. 

Make us all more like you. 

Make us pure; make us right. 

Wash, O God your every child. 
 

2. We who bring them long for nurture; 

by your milk may we be fed. 

Let us join your feast, partaking 

cup of blessing, living bread. 

God, renew us, guide our footsteps; 

free from sin and all its snares, 

one with Christ in living, dying, 

by your Spirit, children, heirs.  Refrain 
 

3. Oh, how deep your holy wisdom! 

Unimagined, all your ways! 

To your name be glory, honor! 

With our lives we worship, praise! 

We your people stand before you, 

water washed and Spirit born. 

By your grace, our lives we offer. 

Recreate us; God, transform!  Refrain 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 

heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 

the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 
 

https://youtu.be/VNl2jEBDbmE
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

We bring our doubts, our questions, our confusion before 

you, O Lord, knowing that nothing is foolish or unworthy 

of your time. Give us faith to trust your counsel and to 

learn from the messengers which you have sent 

throughout the ages. God of wisdom, Hear our prayer. 
 

We are indeed fearfully and wonderfully made, along with 

your whole creation. Open our eyes to the wonders of this 

world, and humble us to be taught by all of nature, that we 

might learn respect and responsibility. God of wisdom, 

Hear our prayer. 
 

So often the darkness suits us better than the light, when 

we hide in the shame of our memories, our shortcomings, 

our misdeeds. Bring us into the open where forgiveness is 

real and redemption is the cleansing our souls desire. God 

of wisdom, Hear our prayer. 
 

Give us daily chances to be reborn in you. Bless our lives 

and our loved ones with your healing presence, especially 

those whom we name before you. God of wisdom, Hear 

our prayer. 
 

God of all good gifts, your Son gathered children into his 

arms and blessed them. Help us to understand our youth as 

they grow in years and in knowledge of your world. Teach 

us to encourage their search for truth and value in their lives.  

Protect and bless all of our young people, especially…. 

God of wisdom, Hear our prayer. 

Lord, be with all those in the discernment process of 

calling a new pastor. You know what is best for the 

ministry of PLUM.  Continue to open our eyes, ears, and 

hearts, Lord, so that we clearly hear and do what is your 

will.  God of wisdom, Hear our prayer. 

Grant confidence and zeal to members of our PLUM 

congregations that we may faithfully carry out your work 

which you have entrusted to us. God of wisdom, Hear our 

prayer. 
 

We are by no means the first to question, to wonder, to 

misunderstand. Generations have done so before us, and 

have found their peace in you. Join us with all the saints of 

every age, in your eternal communion where light shines 

perpetually. God of wisdom, Hear our prayer. 
 

For what else do we pray?  [Silence]  

God of wisdom, Hear our prayer. 
 

Hear our prayers, O Lord, and make of us the very 

answers we seek, light to the world and hope for your 

people. Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The minister and the assembly greet each other in the 

peace of the risen Christ. 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

At this time, we offer ourselves to God—our physical 

resources and our whole life—recognizing that all we are 

and all we have are God's given to us and for which we 

are stewards.  If you have a monetary offering for your 

congregation, please send it or deliver it to the church. 

Let us pray. We bring our offerings to you, not in cover of 

darkness, but by the exposing light of day. Shine a light on 

these gifts, and use them to serve those whose darkness if 

oppressive. For the sake of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 
 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at 

all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, 

almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all 

nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him 

your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to 

wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of 

angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
https://youtu.be/fnPqDhwZPJc 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed  

our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks; broke it,  

and gave it to his disciples, saying;  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

about:blank
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it for all to drink, saying:   

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the mystery 

of our faith: 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as the 

Lord taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  

 
COMMUNION HYMN       https://youtu.be/d1wSBNDHCW8 
 

INVITATION 

Jesus, the Son of Man, has been lifted up so that all who 

believe may have eternal life. We share in the gift of 

eternal life every time we come to the table for healing. 

Come, eat this bread and drink this cup, and be healed. 

Take and eat the body of Christ given for you.  Amen. 

Take and drink the blood of Christ shed for you.  Amen. 
 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 

you and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Le us pray. Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen 

your salvation, and in this meal we have feasted on your 

grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be 

your holy people, revealing your glory made known to 

us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 

God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, 

who rejoices over you, and who calls you by name, 

☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and 

forever.  Amen. 

 

 

HYMN    Go, My Children, with My Blessing 
https://youtu.be/_su2GuaPO4o 

1 “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 

 Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 

 In my love’s baptismal river 

 I have made you mine forever. 

 Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.” 
 

2 “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 

 Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 

 Here you heard my dear Son’s story, 

 here you touched him, saw his glory. 

 Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.” 
 

3 “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 

 Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 

 Here my Spirit’s power filled you, 

 here my tender comfort stilled you. 

 Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.” 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go with Christ into a weary world.  Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and GOD SIGHTINGS 
 

 

COFFEE HOUR 
 

TODAY – Welcome! 

BIBLE STUDIES 

Join Pastor Paul on Thursday mornings on Zoom from 10AM to 

11AM as we dive deeper into scripture readings for upcoming 

Sundays! 
 

NEW BIBLE STUDY on zoom: Each Tuesday (1 PM) and 

Thursday (7 PM) until Lent, we will consider a different 

symbol/image of Epiphany. All are welcome! 
 

The call-in line for PLUM Worship Services and Bible Studies: 
Zoom online: https://zoom.us/j/401596541 
Zoom by phone: (646) 876 9923    Meeting ID: 401 596 541 
 

PLUM Pastoral Team: 
The Reverend John Gropp 412-680-7867 
The Reverend Brenda Henry 412-390-8005 
The Reverend Susan Devine 412-496-4889 
The Reverend Paul Koch 773-848-1470 

 

If you are not already connected to one of our congregations 
and would like to support our ministry, please send donations 
to:  Pittsburgh Lutheran United Ministries, 405 Kennedy 
Avenue, Duquesne, PA 15110 

https://youtu.be/d1wSBNDHCW8
https://youtu.be/_su2GuaPO4o
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