
1 

 

                                                      

 

 
 

 

PLUM Worship 

5th Sunday after Epiphany 
 

The Golden Rule 

February 5, 2023 

3:00 p.m. 

 

 
PRELUDE    Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart 

https://youtu.be/dddk2HuG6EI  

 

WELCOME and PRAYER REQUESTS 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

If we knock, God will open the door. 

If we seek, we will find. 

If we ask, God will give it to us. 

We give thanks for God’s wisdom and generosity. 

 

HYMN        God of Grace and God of Glory     
https://youtu.be/wHjijcr5IYM  

 

1 God of grace and God of glory, 

 on your people pour your pow'r; 

 crown your ancient church's story; 

 bring its bud to glorious flow'r. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

 for the facing of this hour, 

 for the facing of this hour. 
 

2 Lo! the hosts of evil round us 

 scorn the Christ, assail his ways! 

 From the fears that long have bound us 

 free our hearts to faith and praise. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

 for the living of these days, 

 for the living of these days, 
 

3 Cure your children's warring madness; 

 bend our pride to your control; 

 shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 

 rich in things and poor in soul. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

 lest we miss your kingdom's goal, 

 lest we miss your kingdom's goal. 
 

4 Save us from weak resignation 

 to the evils we deplore; 

 let the gift of your salvation 

 be our glory evermore. 

 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

 serving you whom we adore, 

 serving you whom we adore. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

We confess our sins before God and one another. 
 

Pause for silence and reflection. 
 

Merciful God, 

Christ came into the world and showed us how to live, 

but we have failed to live by what he taught. We have not 

loved you with all our heart, soul, mind and strength, we 

have not done to others as we would have done to 

ourselves. Shine a light on our hearts, that we might turn 

from the shadows of our sin and walk in your ways. 

Jesus came not to condemn the world, but that the world 

might be saved through him. By his abundant love, all your 

sins are forgiven, that you might walk in the light of Christ. 

Amen. 
 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Righteous God, Judgment belongs to you alone. 

Make us aware of our own limitations that we may act with 

compassion toward those who differ from us. We ask this in 

Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

FIRST READING          Psalm 37:16-18  
 

16
Better is a little that the righteous person has than the 

abundance of many wicked. 
17

For the arms of the wicked shall be broken, but the Lord 

upholds the righteous. 
18

The Lord knows the days of the blameless, and their 

heritage will abide forever. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL              Matthew 7:1-14, 24-29 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Readers: Jesus 1, Jesus 2, Narrator 
 

Jesus 1: “Do not judge, so that you may not be judged. For 

with the judgment you make you will be judged, and the 

measure you give will be the measure you get. Why do you 

see the speck in your neighbor’s eye, but do not notice the 

log in your own eye? Or how can you say to your neighbor, 

‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ while the log is in 

your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your 

own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out 

of your neighbor’s eye.  
 

Jesus 2: “Do not give what is holy to dogs; and do not 

throw your pearls before swine, or they will trample them 

under foot and turn and maul you. 
 

Jesus 1: “Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you 

will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For 

everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches 

finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be 

opened. Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks 

for bread, will give a stone? Or if the child asks for a fish, 

will give a snake? If you then, who are evil, know how to 

give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 

Father in heaven give good things to those who ask him! 
 

Jesus 2: “In everything do to others as you would have 

them do to you; for this is the law and the prophets.  
 

Jesus 1: “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is 

wide and the road is easy that leads to destruction, and 

there are many who take it. For the gate is narrow and the 

road is hard that leads to life, and there are few who find it.  
 

Jesus 2: “Everyone then who hears these words of mine 

and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his 

house on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the 

winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, 

because it had been founded on rock. And everyone who 

hears these words of mine and does not act on them will be 

like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain 

fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat 

against that house, and it fell—and great was its fall!” 
  

Narrator: Now when Jesus had finished saying these 

things, the crowds were astounded at his teaching, for he 

taught them as one having authority, and not as their 

scribes. 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON PASTOR SUE DEVINE 

 

HYMN      Healer of Our Every Ill     
https://youtu.be/-OplsVE6kII  

Refrain 

 Healer of our ev'ry ill, 

 light of each tomorrow, 

 give us peace beyond our fear, 

 and hope beyond our sorrow. 
 

1 You who know our fears and sadness, 

 grace us with your peace and gladness; 

 Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts.  Refrain 
 

2 In the pain and joy beholding 

 how your grace is still unfolding, 

 give us all your vision, God of love.  Refrain 
 

3 Give us strength to love each other, 

 ev'ry sister, ev'ry brother; 

 Spirit of all kindness, be our guide.  Refrain 
 

4 You who know each thought and feeling, 

 teach us all your way of healing; 

 Spirit of compassion, fill each heart.  Refrain 
 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 

and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On 

the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
  

Confident that our savior, Jesus Christ, hears us when we 

pray, we lift up the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

God of grace and mercy, make us wise that we would build 

our houses on the sure foundation of your word. Open our 

ears to hear your truth, so that we might endure when the 

storms come. Merciful God, You hear our prayer. 
 

You call us to do to others as we would have them do to us. 

Remind us that your creation nurtures and sustains us, and 

that we cannot survive without it, so that we, in turn, might 

nurture and sustain creation, for the flourishing of all. 

Merciful God, You hear our prayer. 
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Make our leaders slow to judge based on their own 

preconceived notions. Give them open minds and hearts, 

and ears to listen, so that equitable solutions might be 

found to challenging issues. Merciful God, You hear our 

prayer. 
 

Jesus tells us to ask, and it will be given to us. Today we 

ask for healing for all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, 

in our community and the world, (especially). Merciful 

God, You hear our prayer. 
 

God of all good gifts, your Son gathered children into his 

arms and blessed them. Help us to understand our youth as 

they grow in years and in knowledge of your world. Teach 

us to encourage their search for truth and value in their 

lives.  Merciful God, You hear our prayer. 

Lord, you know what is best for the ministry of PLUM.  

Continue to open our eyes, ears, and hearts, that we may 

faithfully carry out your work which you have entrusted to 

us. Merciful God, You hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We remember with thanksgiving all the saints who 

imparted your wisdom to us throughout history. May we 

take their lessons to heart until the time we see them face to 

face. Merciful God, You hear our prayer. 
 

Receive our prayers and hold all for whom we pray in your 

loving arms, in the name of your son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
  

PEACE             

The peace of Christ be with you always.                       

And also with you. 

 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

At this time, we offer ourselves to God—our physical 

resources and our whole life—recognizing that all we are 

and all we have are God's given to us and for which we 

are stewards.  If you have a monetary offering for your 

congregation, please send it or deliver it to the church. 

Let us pray. O God, you give good gifts to your children 

simply because we ask. We now return our gifts to you in 

gratitude for your loving care. Bless them to your service 

wherever there is need, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  

 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, 

almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in 

the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved 

Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed 

your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 

https://youtu.be/fnPqDhwZPJc 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed  

our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks; broke it,  

and gave it to his disciples, saying;  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this in remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it for all to drink, saying:   

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.   

Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the mystery of 

our faith: 

Christ has died.   

Christ is risen.   

Christ will come again. 
 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as the Lord 

taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
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INVITATION 
 

God, our holy parent, gives us only good gifts, that we 

might grow in spirit. Here at this table we receive the best 

gift of all, Jesus’ body and blood poured out in love for all 

creation. Come share in this holy gift. 

Take and eat the body of Christ given for you.  Amen. 

Take and drink the blood of Christ shed for you.  Amen. 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 

you and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. Holy One, we thank you for the healing 

that springs forth abundantly from this table. Renew 

our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey 

humbly with you. Amen. 

  

 

SENDING 
 God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

 

BLESSING 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the 

oppressor’s rod ☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 

today and always. Amen. 
 

 

HYMN     God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven       
https://youtu.be/hVO6w4Lq5Zo  

 

1 God, who made the earth and heaven, 

 darkness and light: 

 you the day for work have given, 

 for rest the night. 

 May your angel guards defend us, 

 slumber sweet your mercy send us, 

 holy dreams and hopes attend us 

 all through the night. 
 

2 And when morn again shall call us 

 to run life's way, 

 may we still, whate'er befall us, 

 your will obey. 

 From the pow'r of evil hide us, 

 in the narrow pathway guide us, 

 never be your smile denied us 

 all through the day. 
 

3 Guard us waking, guard us sleeping, 

 and, when we die, 

 may we in your mighty keeping 

 all peaceful lie. 

 When the trumpet call shall wake us, 

 then, O Lord, do not forsake us, 

 but to reign in glory take us 

 with you on high. 
 

4 Holy Father, throned in heaven, 

 all-holy Son, 

 Holy Spirit, freely given, 

 blest Three in One: 

 grant us grace, we now implore you, 

 till we lay our crowns before you 

 and in worthier strains adore you 

 while ages run. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and GOD SIGHTINGS 

 

COFFEE HOUR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The call-in line for PLUM Worship Services and meetings: 

Zoom online: https://zoom.us/j/401596541 

Zoom by phone: (646) 876 9923    Meeting ID: 401 596 541 

 

 

PLUM Pastoral Team: 
 

The Reverend John Gropp 412-680-7867 

The Reverend Brenda Henry 412-390-8005 

The Reverend Susan Devine 412-496-4889 

The Reverend Dr. Alexander Sumo 614-218-6730 

 
 

If you are not already connected to one of our congregations 

and would like to support our ministry, please send 

donations to:   

Pittsburgh Lutheran United Ministries, 

405 Kennedy Avenue, Duquesne, PA 15110 


