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PLUM Worship 

PALM SUNDAY 

Triumphal Entry 

April 2, 2023          3:00 p.m. 

Note: Before the worship service you may want to gather 

a branch from outdoors or inside your home, or draw a 

palm branch or creatively use another item during the 

blessing of the Palms. 
 

PRELUDE     HOSANNA https://youtu.be/5m-QB5hgMSE 

  

WELCOME and PRAYER REQUESTS 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Look! Your ruler is coming to you! 

Mounted on a donkey, 

And on a colt, the foal of the donkey. 

Hosannah in the highest heaven! 
 

FIRST READING      Matthew 21:1-17    
 

A reading from Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached 

Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 

disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of 

you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a 

colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone 

says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ 

And he will send them immediately.” 4This took place to 

fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
5“Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to 

you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the 

foal of a donkey.” 6The disciples went and did as Jesus had 

directed them; 7they brought the donkey and the colt, and 

put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large 

crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut 

branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The 

crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were 

shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one 

who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the 

highest heaven!” 10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole 

city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11The crowds 

were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 

Galilee.” 
 

12Then Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who were 

selling and buying in the temple, and he overturned the 

tables of the money changers and the seats of those who sold 

doves. 13He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be 

called a house of prayer’; but you are making it a den of 

robbers.” 14The blind and the lame came to him in the 

temple, and he cured them. 15But when the chief priests and 

the scribes saw the amazing things that he did, and heard the 

children crying out in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of 

David,” they became angry 16and said to him, “Do you hear 

what these are saying?” Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you 

never read, ‘Out of the mouths of infants and nursing babies 

you have prepared praise for yourself’?” 17He left them, went 

out of the city to Bethany, and spent the night there. 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

BLESSING OF PALMS 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Let us pray. We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. Today he entered the holy 

city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by 

those who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless 

these branches and those who carry them. Grant us grace to 

follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his 

death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through 

the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

HYMN  All Glory, Laud and Honor  https://youtu.be/FgLt7jyBhc8 

Refrain 

 All glory, laud, and honor 

 to thee, redeemer, king, 

 to whom the lips of children 

 made sweet hosannas ring. 
 

1 Thou art the king of Israel 

 thou David's royal Son, 

 who in the Lord's name comest, 

 the King and Blessed One.  Refrain 
 

2 The company of angels  

 are praising thee on high; 

 and mortal men and all things  

 created make reply.  Refrain 
 

3 To thee, before thy passion, 

 they sang their hymns of praise. 

 To thee, now high exalted, 

 our melody we raise.  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  Triumphant Jesus, you entered the city to   

shouts of “Hosannah!” and reclaimed God’s holy house for  

God’s purposes. Give us a heart for your worship and  

passion for your justice. Amen. 

https://youtu.be/5m-QB5hgMSE
https://youtu.be/FgLt7jyBhc8
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

SECOND READING            Psalm 118:25-29 
 

25Save us, we beseech you, O Lord! O Lord, we beseech 

you, give us success! 
 

26Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

We bless you from the house of the Lord. 
 

27The Lord is God, and he has given us light. Bind the 

festal procession with branches, up to the horns of the altar. 
 

28You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are 

my God, I will extol you. 
 

29O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast 

love endures forever. 
 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL                        Matthew 27:27-61 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Readers: Narrator, Crowd, Chief Priest, Jesus, Guard 
 

Narrator: Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus 

into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the 

whole cohort around him. They stripped him and put a 

scarlet robe on him, and after twisting some thorns into a 

crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right 

hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying,  

Crowd: “Hail, King of the Jews!”  

Narrator: They spat on him, and took the reed and struck 

him on the head. After mocking him, they stripped him of 

the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him 

away to crucify him. As they went out, they came upon a 

man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man 

to carry his cross. And when they came to a place called 

Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered him 

wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he 

would not drink it. And when they had crucified him, they 

divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; then 

they sat down there and kept watch over him. Over his 

head they put the charge against him, which read,  

Crowd: “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.”  

Narrator: Then two bandits were crucified with him, one 

on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by 

derided him, shaking their heads and saying,  

Crowd: “You who would destroy the temple and build it in 

three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come 

down from the cross.”  

Narrator: In the same way the chief priests also, along 

with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying,  

Chief Priest: “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He 

is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross 

now, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God 

deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s 

Son.’”  

Narrator: The bandits who were crucified with him also 

taunted him in the same way. From noon on, darkness came 

over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And about 

three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice,  

Jesus: “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?”  

Narrator: that is,  

Jesus: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  

Narrator: When some of the bystanders heard it, they said,  

Crowd: “This man is calling for Elijah.”  

Narrator: At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled 

it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to 

drink. But the others said,  

Crowd: “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save 

him.” 

Narrator: Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and 

breathed his last. At that moment the curtain of the temple 

was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and 

the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened, and many 

bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. After 

his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the 

holy city and appeared to many. Now when the centurion 

and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, 

saw the earthquake and what took place, they were terrified 

and said,  

Guard: “Truly this man was God’s Son!”  

Narrator: Many women were also there, looking on from a 

distance; they had followed Jesus from Galilee and had 

provided for him. Among them were Mary Magdalene, and 

Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of the 

sons of Zebedee. When it was evening, there came a rich 

man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who was also a disciple 

of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; 

then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. So Joseph took the 

body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth and laid it in his 

own new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock. He then 

rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and went away. 

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting 

opposite the tomb. 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON         Pastor Brenda Henry 
 

HYMN    Ah, Holy Jesus      HTTPS://YOUTU.BE/S4MKOP-VHQ0 
 

1 Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended 

 that man to judge thee have in hate pretended?  

 By foes derided, by thine own rejected,  

 O most afflicted.  
 

2 Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee? 

 Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee.  

 'Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee;  

 I crucified thee.  
 

https://youtu.be/s4MKOP-vhQ0
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3     For me, kind Jesus, was thine incarnation, 

 thy mortal sorrow, and thy life's oblation; 

 thy death of anguish and thy bitter passion, 

 for my salvation. 
 

4 Lo, the Good Shepherd for the sheep is offered; 

 the slave hath sinned, and the Son hath suffered;  

 for our atonement, while he nothing heedeth,  

 God intercedeth.  
 

5 Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee, 

 I do adore thee, and will ever pray thee; 

 think on thy pity and thy love unswerving, 

 not my deserving. 
 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

 Trusting in the promise of Jesus Christ’s unending love, we 

pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Hosannah! Blessed are you, O Jesus, who comes in God’s  

name to bring salvation to all the earth! Like palm branches 

we lay our lives before you, trusting in your promises 

today and always. Merciful God, You hear our prayer. 
 

All creation sings your praise. Join our voices with all the 

earth and commit us to the care and preservation of all that 

you have made. Merciful God, You hear our prayer. 
 

As we walk together through Holy Week, give us the    

humility to see where we have forgotten the meaning of   

our worship. Drive the money changers from our hearts,  

and prepare us once again to offer what you truly desire:  

justice, kindness, and commitment to you. Merciful God, 

You hear our prayer. 
 

As you healed in the temple, bring wholeness to all who 

suffer in body, mind, or spirit, (especially). Merciful God, 

You hear our prayer. 
 

Let us put others before ourselves, so that our world 

reflects your just and righteous reign. Merciful God, 

You hear our prayer. 
 

God of all good gifts, your Son gathered children into his 

arms and blessed them. Help us to understand our youth as 

they grow in years and in knowledge of your world. Teach 

us to encourage their search for truth and value in their 

lives.  Merciful God, You hear our prayer. 
 

Lord, you know what is best for the ministry of PLUM.  

Continue to open our eyes, ears, and hearts, that we may 

faithfully carry out your work which you have entrusted to 

us. Merciful God, You hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

With all the saints we sing in celebration of your triumphal 

entry into Jerusalem, and into victory over death. Merciful 

God, You hear our prayer. 
 

We lift these prayers to you, Gracious God, in the name of 

your son, Jesus Christ, our savior. Amen. 
 

PEACE             

The peace of Christ be with you always.                       

And also with you. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

At this time, we offer ourselves to God—our physical 

resources and our whole life—recognizing that all we are 

and all we have are God's given to us and for which we are 

stewards.  If you have a monetary offering for your 

congregation, please send it or deliver it to the church. 

Let us pray. God, you do not require sacrifices, but instead 

call us to respond in gratitude for all that you have given us. 

Bless these gifts we joyfully offer, for the sake of your son 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, 

almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. You gather 

your people around the tree of the cross, transforming death 

into life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 
   https://youtu.be/fnPqDhwZPJc 

 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed  

our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks; broke it,  

and gave it to his disciples, saying;  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this in remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it for all to drink, saying:   

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.   

Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the mystery of 

our faith: 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

https://youtu.be/fnPqDhwZPJc
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LORD'S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as the 

Lord taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 

INVITATION 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of YAHWEH! 

Jesus gathers us into his beloved community and feeds us 

to strengthen us for the journey ahead. Come and join in 

Christ’s holy supper and be fed with one heavenly food. 

Take and eat the body of Christ given for you.  Amen. 

Take and drink the blood of Christ shed for you.  Amen. 
 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 

you and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that 

you have refreshed us through the healing power of this 

gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this 

gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one 

another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

SENDING 
 God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on 

you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with 

favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

 

HYMN       Were You There  

https://youtu.be/7p2GgYDnYcc 
 

1 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble,  

 tremble. 

 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 

2 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, 

tremble. 

 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
 

3    Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, 

tremble. 

 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
 

4 Were you there when God raised him from the dead? 

 Were you there when God raised him from the dead? 

 Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, 

tremble. 

 Were you there when God raised him from the dead? 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and GOD SIGHTINGS 
 

COFFEE HOUR 

 

 
 

ZOOM worship has continued to be a vital part of our weekly worship 

opportunities. Each week, a person is needed to join the worship 

service and read the congregational parts and lessons printed in the 

ZOOM bulletin. Please prayerfully consider volunteering to take on 

this role on one of our weekly ZOOM worship services. It only 

requires an hour of your time on Sunday Afternoon (3-4pm), but the 

outreach we are providing from these worship services are priceless. 

If you can assist in this ministry, please let your office staff or a Pastor 

know, so that you can be included. Thank you for your consideration.  

 

 
 

 

PLUM Worship Services via Zoom 

Maundy Thursday:  7:30 p.m. 

Good Friday:  7:30 p.m. 

Easter Sunday:  3:00 p.m. 
 

 
 

The call-in line for PLUM Worship Services and Bible Studies: 
Zoom online: https://zoom.us/j/401596541 
Zoom by phone: (646) 876 9923    Meeting ID: 401 596 541 
 

 

PLUM Pastoral Team: 
The Reverend John Gropp 412-680-7867 
The Reverend Brenda Henry 412-390-8005 
The Reverend Susan Devine 412-496-4889 
The Reverend Dr. Alexander Sumo 614-218-6730 
 

If you are not already connected to one of our congregations and 
would like to support our ministry, please send donations to: 

Pittsburgh Lutheran United Ministries 
405 Kennedy Avenue, Duquesne, PA 15110 

https://youtu.be/7p2GgYDnYcc
about:blank

