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PLUM Worship 

2nd Sunday of Advent 
 

Joel:  God’s Promised Spirit 

December 6, 2020 

10:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. 
 

PRELUDE      Breath of Heaven 

 

WELCOME and PRAYER REQUESTS 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Let us return to God, 

Who is gracious, full of mercy. 

God is slow to anger, 

Quick to love. 

Loath to punish. 

Let us return to God! 

 

HYMN       Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 

1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 

 born to set thy people free; 

 from our fears and sins release us; 

 let us find our rest in thee. 

 Israel's strength and consolation, 

 hope of all the earth thou art, 

 dear desire of ev'ry nation, 

 joy of ev'ry longing heart. 
 

2 Born thy people to deliver, 

 born a child, and yet a king; 

 born to reign in us forever, 

 now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

 By thine own eternal Spirit 

 rule in all our hearts alone; 

 by thine all-sufficient merit 

 raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 

 by thine all-sufficient merit 

 raise us to thy glorious throne. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

Renewing God, 

You have come into our world to live among us, yet we 

often lose sight of this and seek to manufacture our 

own truth. We are afraid to share your word lest 

others judge or mock us. We ignore your wisdom 

because it isn’t convenient. We allow ourselves to be 

defeated by despair. Forgive our negligence and 

breathe new life into our heavy hearts. 
 

God knows our every weakness and still loves us and 

upholds our life. May your sins be forgiven, your past 

forgotten, and your hope restored in the name of our 

incarnate savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

PEACE 

The minister and the assembly greet each other in the 

peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

HYMN   Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 
 

1 Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 

 let the light banish darkness. 

 He shall bring salvation to Israel, 

 God fulfills the promise. 
 

2 Light two candles to watch for Messiah: 

 let the light banish darkness. 

 He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, 

 gently lead them homeward. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

Blessed are you, God of hosts, for you promised to send a 

son, Emmanuel, who brought your presence among us; 

and you promise through your Son Jesus to save us from 

our sin. 
 

As we light these candles, turn again to us in mercy; 

strengthen our faith in the word spoken by your prophets; 

restore us and give us life that we may be saved. 

O house of David, come, 

let us rejoice, for the Son of God, Emmanuel, 

comes to be with us. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Steadfast God, you never abandoned your people when 

they were at their lowest. Hold your promises before our 

eyes that they might shine brighter than any darkness 

which threatens to overcome us, for the sake of your son 

Jesus.  Amen. 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

FIRST READING   Joel 2:12-13, 28-29 
 

12Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your 

heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
13rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the 

Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to 

anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents from 

punishing. 
 

28Then afterward I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; 

your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old 

men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see 

visions. 29Even on the male and female slaves, in those 

days, I will pour out my spirit. 
 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL      Luke 11:13 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke, the 11th  chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13“If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts 

to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father 

give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                              PASTOR PAUL KOCH 

HYMN        Spirit of Gentleness 
 

Refrain 

 Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 

 blow through the wilderness calling and free; 

 Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, 

 stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 
 

1 You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, 

 then you coaxed up the mountains  

from the valleys of sleep; 

 and over the eons you called to each thing: 

 "Awake from your slumbers  

and rise on your wings."  Refrain 
 

2 You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand, 

 and you goaded your people with a law and a land; 

 and when they were blinded with idols and lies, 

 then you spoke through your prophets  

to open their eyes.  Refrain 

3 You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes. 

 From the bondage of sorrow  

all the captives dream dreams; 

 our women see visions, our men clear their eyes. 

 With bold new decisions your people arise.  Refrain 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

In the season of tinsel and twinkling illusions, grant us a 

deeper joy that endures throughout these days, the burning 

promise of our coming savior. God of hope, Hear our 

prayer. 

In the spirit of St. Nicholas, use us to minister to those in 

need, providing for their lack without seeking recognition 

or thanks, but only the fulfillment of recognizing our 

connection with all of your children. God of hope, Hear 

our prayer. 

The earth is forgiving, even as its creator is, renewing 

what has been depleted and repairing what has been 

damaged. Make us partners in the recovery of this planet 

from the ravages of our abuse and neglect, and accept our 

repentance for all that we have done. God of hope, Hear 

our prayer. 

When we lose our visions, we are tempted to give in to 

despair. Rekindle your light within those who have given 

up, and work through us to reach out to the lonely, sad and 

discouraged. Send your healing spirit to all those who 

need it, especially... God of hope, Hear our prayer. 

With Nicholas, bishop of Myra, and all your faithful saints, 

we join our voices with the heavenly chorus praising the 

One who delivers and delights our hearts with the promise 

of eternal life. God of hope, Hear our prayer. 

Grant confidence and zeal to members of our PLUM 

congregations that we may faithfully carry out your work 

which you have entrusted to us.  God of hope, Hear our 

prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

Our eyes await the fulfillment of all your promises, the 

answer to all our prayers: your Son, our Lord, Jesus 

Christ.  Amen. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

At this time, we offer ourselves to God—our physical 

resources and our whole life—recognizing that all we are 

and all we have are God's given to us and for which we 

are stewards.  If you have a monetary offering for your 

congregation, please send it or deliver it to the church. 
 
 

Let us pray. You call us to return to you with all our 

hearts, and to give our lives to your service. Accept these 

offerings of love and use us as your servants to bring your 

light of mercy to all the world. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at 

all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, 

almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the 

Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things 

new in the day when he comes to judge the world in 

righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 

the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 

your name and join their unending hymn:  

(spoken) Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and 

might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is the one who comes 

in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took 

bread, gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

saying; Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.   

Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and 

gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 

the forgiveness of sin.  Do this in remembrance of me. 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as the 

Lord taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 

Take and eat the body of Christ given for you. 

Take and drink the blood of Christ shed for you. 

Amen. 
 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 

you and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 

the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 

☩ now and forever.  Amen. 

 

HYMN      Comfort, Comfort Now My People 
 

1 "Comfort, comfort now my people; 

 tell of peace!" So says our God. 

 Comfort those who sit in darkness 

 mourning under sorrow's load. 

 To God's people now proclaim 

 that God's pardon waits for them! 

 Tell them that their war is over; 

 God will reign in peace forever. 
 

2 For the herald's voice is crying 

 in the desert far and near, 

 calling us to true repentance, 

 since the reign of God is here. 

 Oh, that warning cry obey! 

 Now prepare for God a way. 

 Valleys, rise to greet the Savior; 

 hills, bow down in humble favor. 
 

3 Straight shall be what long was crooked, 

 and the rougher places plain. 

 Let your hearts be true and humble, 

 as befits God's holy reign. 

 For the glory of the Lord 

 now on earth is shed abroad, 

 and all flesh shall see the token 

 that God's word is never broken. 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE   Soon and Very Soon 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and GOD SIGHTINGS 

COFFEE HOUR 
 

PLUM Pastoral Team: 
The Reverend John Gropp 412-680-7867 
The Reverend Brenda Henry 412-390-8005 
The Reverend Susan Devine 412-496-4889 
The Reverend Paul Koch 773-848-1470 
Minister Mandy Gilberti 814-241-8150 

 

If you are not already connected to one of our congregations 
and would like to support our ministry, please send donations 
to:  Pittsburgh Lutheran United Ministries, 405 Kennedy 
Avenue, Duquesne, PA 15110 

 
 

Join PLUM for Advent Family Bible Study on Zoom. 
Tuesdays at 1 pm 

and the same study will be offered on 
Thursday evenings at 7 pm. 

We will explore the meaning behind the four candles of the 
Advent Wreath:  HOPE   FAITH   JOY   LOVE 

 
The call in line for PLUM Worship Services and Bible Studies: 
Zoom online: https://zoom.us/j/401596541 
Zoom by phone: (646) 876 9923    Meeting ID: 401 596 541 

 

PITTSBURGH LUTHERAN UNITED MINISTRIES 
Cordially Invites You to 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 
December 24, 2020 

ON ZOOM 
7 p.m. Family-friendly Service with Holy Communion 

11:30 p.m. Candlelight Service with Holy Communion 
Zoom online: https://zoom.us/i/401596541 

 

Zoom by phone: (646) 876-9923     Meeting ID: 401596541 

PARKING LOT SERVICES 
4 p.m. at Hope Lutheran Church, 353 Ridge Ave., Forest Hills 

4 p.m. at Resurrection Lutheran Church, 7600 Steubenville Pike, Oakdale 

9 p.m. at Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, 1570 Clay Pike, N. Huntingdon 
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