
 
 

 

Dear Siblings in Christ, 

These are challenging times.  We cannot go 

anywhere without hearing constant updates on the 

radio, television or internet about the status of our 

country and our world in regards to this global 

pandemic – COVID-19, or the Coronavirus as it is 

commonly called.  There are mandates for social 

distancing, engaging in safe practices of hand-

washing, use of hand-sanitizers, self-isolating or 

quarantine.  We are no longer able to worship in 

community in ways that are familiar or affirming.  

No Sunday gatherings. No communion.  Our way 

of doing church has been disrupted. What are we 

to do? As followers of Christ we are reminded in 

scripture that “It is the LORD who goes before you 

[us]. He will be with you [us]; he will not leave 

you [us] or forsake you [us]. Do not fear or be 

dismayed (Deut 31:8).” 

How then do we live out this command of Do not 

fear or be dismayed?  Our Presiding Bishop, 

Elizabeth Eaton, suggests that perhaps “this 

disruption may actually be of benefit to us.”  She 

encourages us to see it is an opportunity for us to 

reflect on the many ways we see and understand 

God to be present in our world particularly as it 

relates to communion.  She asks the question 

“How does the Word of God come to us and how 

do we receive the word of God?” I would like to 

encourage us to take it one step further.  How are 

we the body of Christ when the familiar has 

changed? Yes it maybe in new practices such as 

daily pausing to pray as a group, Bible studies and 

worship by phone and even working from home. 

Like the Israelites who marked their door posts 

with the blood of the lamb as the deadly disease 

passed over their homes, we now find ourselves 

covered by the blood of Jesus as we too are 

quarantined in our homes.  We may not yet know 

the duration of this disease and all the ways we 

may need to adjust but we do have the promise of 

Jesus “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to 

you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do 

not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let 

them be afraid (John 14:27-28).” The Israelites 

had no idea the length of their journey but God 

was always present with them.  We are church 

together beyond our buildings, beyond our 

physical gatherings.  We are church together 

because Jesus made us so in our baptism.  Let’s be 

church together in this new journey! 

Within this newsletter is key information that we 

believe will help you to navigate our journey 

ahead.  Please feel free to share this newsletter 

with others. It is one of the ways that we can 

continue Living Christ’s Light of Hope in Our 

Communities. 

Your servants in Christ, 

The PLUM Pastoral Team 
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This Newsletter is One Way PLUM is This Newsletter is One Way PLUM is This Newsletter is One Way PLUM is This Newsletter is One Way PLUM is WorWorWorWorkingkingkingking    to to to to     

Keep Channels of Communication OpenKeep Channels of Communication OpenKeep Channels of Communication OpenKeep Channels of Communication Open    
You have received this newsletter because one of 

the 11 congregations of PLUM has provided your 

mailing information.  Although we have not been 

able to get together in our church buildings for 

worship and group activities recently, God remains 

with the church (the people) and our connectivity 

and mission continue, albeit in a modified way.   

As PLUM goes ‘On-Line,’ our primary concern is 

how we can stay in touch with each other, be a 

blessing to each other, and especially provide 

pastoral care and nurture to all our PLUM 

Members. If you have suggestions or comments, 

please share them with one of the pastors. 

One reason we’re reaching out in this printed and 

mailed format is that many of our members do not 

have access to the internet.  We want to keep 

communication channels open.  Don’t hesitate to 

contact us. And know that if we haven’t spoken 

recently, you’re still in our prayers and you are an 

important part of God’s people and the community. 

For those with internet access: Have you received 

emails from PLUM?  If you have not, we do not 

have a current email address for you.  If you would 

like to receive emails, please send your contact 

information 

(name, email address, telephone number) 

to PLUM’s Administrator, Deann George, at 

christluthduq@gmail.com. 

Deann will be sure to pass on your contact 

information to your congregation.  If you have 

internet access, the best way to stay updated is to 

visit plumofpa.com.  Thanks to Keith Devine for 

all of his work in running this valuable resource for 

all of PLUM. 

If you do not have internet access, call PLUM at 

412-466-7774 to hear current updates.  

There is also the option of leaving a message at 

412-466-7774.  

Thank you for reading this and helping to keep 

lines of communication working.  

In thankfulness to our omnipresent God, a donation 

was made to cover costs associated with the 

production and mailing of this newsletter. 



 

 

Dear Partners in Ministry, 
  

Have you ever gotten a picture post card in the mail from a 
friend or relative who was travelling showing an item of 
interest that read something like, “I wish you were here!”?  
Boy, that is what happens every time the PLUM Board and/or 
the PLUM Congregations gather and we share the stories of 
some of the highlights of the unique ministries on which each 
of our churches are working or are looking to the future.  The 
ministries of support, care, nurture, and challenge are never 
ending, whether they are things we are doing either 
individually or collectively.  Just look at several of the 
highlights of our lives together as PLUM over the last 7 
months.   

• “Rise Against Hunger,” where we put together 
15,000 meals for those in need around our world;  

• Collectively completing the process of discernment, 
interview, having congregational votes in each of 
our 10 congregations voting to call Pastor Brenda 
Henry and ordaining and installing her to be one of 
our pastors;  

• Welcoming a new congregation (Hope Lutheran, in 
Forest Hills) to our ministry;   

• Again collectively completing the process of 
discernment, interview, having congregational votes 
in each of our now 11 congregations voting to call 
Pastor Susan Devine, and ordaining and installing 
her to be one of our pastors;  

• The Internship Committee for our intern, Vicar 
Malinda Gilberti, working on finalizing her 
evaluation, and discussing the tentative process of 
calling her to our ministry;  and the PLUM Board 
discussing the possibility of repeating the above 
process we did for Pastors Brenda and Sue;   

• Continuing the work with our 6 confirmands;   
• Preparation of 4 youth for their  1st Holy Communion;  
• Establishing Lenten Bible Studies and activities in 

each of our 11 congregations;   
• Preparing for our annual Easter Vigil;  and 

• Most importantly, on top of all of the above activities 
are the numerous individual ministries that each of 
our congregations and members do educating, 
challenging, sharing, feeding, supporting, loving, 
those for whom they serve. 

 

And then Covid-19, the “new” coronavirus hit our 
world!.....“Social Distancing!” “Self-Isolation!” “Quarantining!” 
 

And a new “abnormal” has taken over, or has it?   
  

Not according to our ministry story. Boy, what has happened 
within our ministry over the last 2 weeks is amazing.  For 
years we have been asking in our prayers to the Lord for 
guidance on “How we can better connect with the world 
outside our doors?”  Is it possible that He has answered by 
making us all ‘shut ins’? Or, Lord, “How do we communicate 
with those who are too busy in this digital age to pause in 
your house?”  Is it possible that we have all been put on 
pause for a moment so we can determine how we might 
better (to steal and old Bell Telephone jingle,) “reach out and 
touch someone” who like us is a shut in. 

Since suspension of church building based worship on March 
15th, we have engaged in  

• a collective conference call prayer service on March 
15th  with around 20 people, followed the next day 
by phone conference call emergency Plum Board 
meeting with around 35 people; 

• numerous video/phone conference Bible Studies;  
• daily prayer time schedule; 
• real-time updates of our PLUM webpage 

(plumofpa.com) and creation of our PLUM hotline 
412-466-7774; 

• our Synod office offering multiple video conference 
calls  for decision making, discussion and support in 
which your pastoral team have participated; 

• on Sunday, March 22, nearly 100 worshiped (84 
contacts registered of which many were families) 
together through Zoom, a video conferencing 
service.  (Go to www.Zoom.com to download the 
app.) Following each session we discussed what we 
could do better. 

  

The discussions reminded me of the contrasts in two Gospel 
lessons we’ve used in the past from the Gospel of John. First 
is the story of Nicodemus.  He was a religious leader of the 
Jews, a Pharisee who, with his emphasis on customs and 
traditions, was interested enough to go to see Jesus, the 
very teacher his colleagues were rejecting, but who could not 
grasp what Jesus was offering him (John 3:1-20).  The 
second is the story of the Samaritan woman at the well (John 
4:5-42). Her curiosity and vulnerability left her open to the 
source of new life Jesus was offering and whose testimony 
about her encounter with Jesus ended up leading many to 
faith.  Not once during our discussions have I heard the 
protective fallback position of, “We could never do that!” Or, 
the Nicodemus type questions that sap so much energy as 
we try to move ahead with new ideas and approaches. 
Responses to changes that have often left our churches 
stuck in the same place for so long.  It is so refreshing to see 
us gain confidence and hope from each other as we realize 
that the struggles that we have been experiencing really pale 
in comparison to those real-world problems of natural 
and man-made disasters that are truly a nightmare. There is 
lots of misery out there, especially now around the Covid-19 
virus. This virus can be found around the globe or it can be 
hidden in plain sight in the house next door.  By coming 
together and sharing our struggles as God’s people we gain 
new perspectives. The real question for me as we move 
ahead in our ministries is, “How will we support each other as 
we use our hands to do God’s work?”  
  

Recently while studying Hebrews 11, which deals with the 
faith of Abraham, I found highlighted there a contrast 
between fear and faith.  It states there that fear causes us to 
look forward with anxiety and trepidation over what might 
happen and thereby blocks us from experiencing the 
possibilities and joys that may be around the next bend in the 
road.  On the other hand, faith gains its strength from looking 
back and recalling how the Lord has protected and provided 
us with all we need and he promises to continue to do so in 
the future. Matthew 28:20b reminds us of Jesus’ words to his 



 

 

disciples before his ascension, “For lo, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age." This makes it possible for us to 
step out each day in the power of God’s promise.  
  

Nicodemus was inhibited by what was familiar and 
comfortable to him. Therefore he was unable to claim the 
new life Jesus was offering him. This is a common dilemma 
in which we church folk so often find ourselves.  On the other 
hand, the Samaritan woman knew life was hard and so was 
looking for and open to a Savior who could, “proclaim all 
things to us.”  (John 4:26b)  As we continue our Lenten 
Journey this year may we acknowledge with conviction the 
Lord’s blessings bestowed in days gone by and willingly step 
out as new Easter people of the resurrection, always seeking 
the new life that is ours in Christ through the waters of 
baptism.  
  

You know, when Ben Roethlisberger was injured last fall and 
not able to play most of the season and when Sidney Crosby 
was pulled because of a concussion, their teams could have 
crumbled in despair and beaten themselves, thus losing their 
seasons.  Instead they rallied and looked to new players and 
strategies which played to their strengths and did very well 
for their teams and their fans.  May we do likewise in this 
time of “social distancing, using the many gifts, talents and 
abilities to be found in our churches to reach out to the 
communities in which we are planted.   
  

How many times have we heard the words: “Our 
celebration has ended. Our service in the world must 
continue.  Go in peace and serve the Lord.” 
  

We “PLUM-MERS” still have a lot to learn but I am just as 
sure that we are on the right road.  “Boy, am I glad you are 
here!” as we undertake this journey together. 
  

In Christ’s Service, 
  

Pastor John Gropp 
 
 

Youth Ministry 

Corner 

Coronavirus is a big word that has caused changes 

in your everyday schedule.  Now you are doing 

school at home.  This can be a challenge.  No 

connection to your friends, teachers and school 

activities. Or at least not in person!  Perhaps  you 

are keeping up by facebook, twitter, instagram or 

Google hang out and you might be hearing about 

all the precautions of “social distancing,”  “self-

isolation” or quarantines.  Or maybe you just 

notice that your parents are now working at 

home.   You are also missing out on visiting with 

your friends at church.  Perhaps you are an acolyte 

and assist in church worship. Now those moments 

for caring have changed.   So many changes!  One 

thing that has not changed is how much Jesus 

loves you!  We, your Pastors and church family, 

want you to know that we miss you and are 

praying for you.  We also want to offer some ways 

for you to stay connected with your church family.  

Below are some suggestions for you and your 

family to do at home.  Remember we may not be 

in the church buildings together but we are still a 

family. 

At home suggestions for staying connected: 

• Join us for worship service each Sunday at 

3pm.  Worship together as a family.  If  you 

are better at technology then help your 

family out ☺ 

• Staying up with Sunday school lessons 

• Make cards to send to others (ask your 

parent for help if you need it) 

• Give a call to your Sunday School teacher 

or other members of your congregation 

that you often spent time with in church 

• Make prayer cards, post  them, share them 

with your friends and remember to pray  

Parents, as you navigate these changes with your 

family we know that this can also be challenging 

for you to make the needed adjustments. We 

offer this encouraging article by Living Lutheran 

(https://www.livinglutheran.org/2020/03/gods-

love-is-with-us/) on the ELCA website for some 

helpful suggestions.  In fact the Children & Family 

section of Living Lutheran has a number of articles 

that you might find informative.  Remember to 

connect with fellow parents for support as well as 

youth leaders within your congregations.  Your 

pastors are also here for you so do not hesitate to 

give us a call.  



 

 

Prayer MoPrayer MoPrayer MoPrayer Momentmentmentment    
    

 

O living God, we are disturbed by the spread of 

coronavirus and the many lives that have been lost 

and disrupted by it. We are in sorrow and disbelief 

regarding the lives that are being threatened due 

to its spread. 
 

O living God, we pray for the loved ones of those 

who have lost their lives. We pray for those who 

are in recovery. We pray for the medical staffs 

who tend to them. 
 

O living God, we acknowledge our lack of 

understanding of this disease, and the fear of 

frailty in human life. We lament blaming others for 

the cause of this disease. 
 

O living God, help us to understand the majestic 

power of your creation. Forgive us if we have 

wrongly accused others of bringing forth this 

disease. 
 

O living God, open our eyes that we may see your 

glory through the suffering, the healing, the 

recovery and the renewing. 
 

O living God, hold us in truth as we practice loving 

our neighbors as we love ourselves, rejoice with 

those who rejoice and weep with those who weep. 
 

O living God, instill in us clean hearts. Guide us as 

we live through this period of fear, so that we are 

spreading “faith” instead of spreading this “virus.”  

Amen. 
 

 

 

The Gift of PrayerThe Gift of PrayerThe Gift of PrayerThe Gift of Prayer————What a Blessing!What a Blessing!What a Blessing!What a Blessing!    

Spoken or silent, long or short, God hears all prayers. 

How do we use this gift? What can we pray about? 

Adoration/Praising God 

Confession/Repentance 

Thanksgiving 

Supplication/Asking for Self/Asking for Others 

 

Upcoming Scripture Readings 

March 29, 2020 - 5th Sunday in Lent 

Psalm 102:12-17 

Mark 13:1-8, 24-37 

April 5, 2020 - Palm Sunday 
Psalm 118:25-29 

Mark 11:1-11 

April 9, 2020 - Maundy Thursday 

Psalm 116:12-19 

Mark 14:22-42 

April 10, 2020 - Good Friday 

Psalm 22:1-2, 14-21 

Mark 15:16-39 

April 12, 2020 - EASTER Sunday 
Psalm 118:21-27 

Mark 16:1-8 

April 19, 2020 – 2nd Sunday of 

Easter 
Mark 6:7-13 

Acts 1:1-14 

April 26, 2020 – 3rd Sunday of Easter 

Mark 6:53-56 

Acts 3:1-10 



 

 

 
 

During this time when our normal has been turned 

upside down, it is good to have a laugh.  But, our 

finances are not a laughing matter.  We do not know 

what effect the closing of our churches will have on 

our church budgets.  It is likely that we will feel the 

ramifications of Covid-19 for a long time to come. 

The apostle Paul writes:  “We want you to know, 

brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that 

has been granted to the churches of Macedonia; 

for during a severe ordeal of affliction, their 

abundant joy and their extreme poverty have 

overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their 

part. For, as I can testify, they voluntarily gave 

according to their means, and even beyond their 

means, begging us earnestly for the privilege of 

sharing in this ministry to the saints and this, 

not merely as we expected; they gave 

themselves first to the Lord and, by the will of 

God, to us, so that we might urge Titus that, as 

he had already made a beginning, so he should 

also complete this generous undertaking among 

you. Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in 

speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and 

in our love for you so we want you to excel also 

in this generous undertaking.”  

2 Corinthians 8:1-7 

Paul writes of the Macedonian Christians who, in the 

midst of their own financial trials, shared a grace-

filled offering for people who were suffering in 

Jerusalem.  As Paul speaks of the Macedonians 

and their giving, he uses descriptive phrases such 

as “the grace of God,” “abundant joy,” “wealth of 

generosity,” and others.   

Giving of oneself is set out by Paul as the spiritual 

understanding of grace-filled giving.  Our giving is 

more than what is in our pocket book at any given 

moment.  Giving in grace is a joyous response to 

God’s grace in Christ.  It is the joy and delight in the 

giving of oneself in response to God’s rich and 

abundant gift of grace. 

Over the past week, we have witnessed many of 

you giving in grace.  In the midst of uncertain and 

trying times, like the Macedonians, you have given 

according to your means, and beyond your means. 

We have heard of your reaching out to others, 

sharing food, sharing prayer, sharing your time.  We 

have seen you try new ways of worship and Bible 

study.  We are showing that the church is a people, 

not a building. 

But, we know that this is a temporary situation and 

that one day, hopefully sooner than later, we will 

return to our worship spaces.  While we are trying 

new things, we are still responsible for the care of 

our buildings, our staffs, and yes – those bills that 

come with it.   

The congregations of PLUM work together to ensure 

that pastoral care is provided for and that the 

ministry work can continue in our communities.  

Many are concerned that the temporary suspension 

of worship services will greatly affect our budgets.  

All of us should be evaluating our abilities to give. 

Some may be experiencing a reduction of income 

due to the mandate to “stay at home”.  Please, take 

care of your families first.  You may need to 

temporarily decrease or suspend financial giving to 

the church.  Know that all other gifts given to the 

church are needed as well and are no less valued 

than monetary gifts. 

Some may be staying home, but, with full pay. This 

may result in decreased daily expenses.  Please 

prayerfully consider helping those who are 

temporarily unable to give by giving more to the 

Church at this time. Now is a time to be creative in 

our giving as well as our other practices. 

Can you mail your offering to the church? This is a 

safe way to continue to donate.  Someone will be at 

the church to collect these, and we have received 

information that the process of the mail assures that 

the handling of these envelopes is safe.  Does your 

financial institution offer electronic banking?  This is 

usually a free service and is very convenient. If 

those options are not possible, can you set aside 

your offering and bring it to church on our first 

Sunday back?   

Personal finances are something that many are 

reluctant to talk about.  In this time, it is an important 

concern, along with our health and safety.  Your 

pastoral team is available to talk with you if you 

have any needs or concerns, please reach out to 

us. With the help of our Lord, Jesus Christ, we will 

weather this storm. 
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Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church, DormontBethany Evangelical Lutheran Church, DormontBethany Evangelical Lutheran Church, DormontBethany Evangelical Lutheran Church, Dormont    
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