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O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL!
Many of us have sung the familiar
Advent/Christmas Carol “O Come, O Come,
Emmanuel” which has come down to us from
the 15th century. It is based on a collection of
Antiphons sung during these seasons. An
antiphon is a special thematic sentence that is
sung with the psalm at worship. Each Antiphon
is captured in one of the verses of the carol.
So verse 2 refers to ‘Wisdom’, verse 3 refers to
‘Lord of might’, verse 4 refers to ‘the Branch of
Jesse’, verse 5 refers to ‘the Key of David’, verse
6 refers to ‘Dayspring’, verse 7 refers to ‘the
King of nations’, and verse 8, especially
appropriate for December 23, refers to
‘Emmanuel’. All these titles, of course, point to
Jesus, whose coming is proclaimed by this
season.
You might wonder why I bring this up. First, it is
part of our liturgical history which we share with
the whole Christian Church of our day. Second,
the verses announce the great benefits we
receive as our Savior is born and presented to
us. We are taught by God’s wisdom, will, and
guidance for our way through life; we have
received God’s law in cloud and majesty as on
Mt. Sinai; the branch of Jesse (that’s Jesus) frees
us from tyranny and gives us victory over the
grave. The richness of this carol comes from the
richness of God’s grace. The Key of David opens
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heaven’s door and makes the way safe for us
while closing the door to misery. The Dayspring,
Sun of justice, disperses clouds of night and
death’s dark shadow. We cry out that our
hearts may be refreshed and our brokenness
healed.
We affirm with confidence that
Emmanuel (‘God with us’) will set us free from
all that causes us to weep or feel lonely and in
exile.
How full and complete is the proclamation of
this carol. We enter Advent and Christmas with
a joyful expectation that all that afflicts us will
be relieved, that injustices will be addressed,
that our sorrows will be removed. I love to see
the colorful lights that decorate homes and
churches. They visually shout out the joy of this
season. The greenery that is hung reminds us of
the new, fresh life that our Savior brings to us.
The bells that are rung drown out the mournful
cries of our hearts and bring us to the wonderful
cave that houses the animals, Mother Mary,
faithful Joseph and the newborn baby, Jesus our
Savior. He is the center of our Christmas
celebration, the miracle of the incarnation – God
makes a home among us – and we draw near . . .
A most Blessed Christmas to you and your family
in whatever circumstances you live. ‘O Come, O
Come, Emmanuel”
+Pastor Paul Koch
On behalf PLUM’s Pastoral Staff
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Please join us for Christmas Eve Services
Services
4:00 PM Christmas Eve Services
Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church, Dormont
3104 West Liberty Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15216
412-531-9363

link to worship services, Bible Studies, and meetings on
our Zoom account.
We also have a Facebook page:
PLUM-Pittsburgh Lutheran United Ministries.

The call-in line for worship, Bible Study, and Meetings:
Zoom online: https://Zoom.us/j/401596541
Zoom by phone: +1 646 876 9923
Meeting ID: 401 596 541#

St. Andrew Lutheran Church, East Carnegie
218 Alter St., East Carnegie, PA 15106
412-279-3615

6:30 PM Christmas Eve
Eve Services
Christ Lutheran Church, Duquesne
405 Kennedy Ave., Duquesne, PA 15110
412-466-7773
Hope Lutheran Church, Forest Hills
353 Ridge Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15221
412-242-4476
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Irwin
612 Chestnut St., Irwin, PA 15642
724-863-7009
Messiah Lutheran Church, Munhall
4300 Main St., Munhall, PA 15120
412-461-6958
Resurrection Lutheran Church, Oakdale
7600 Steubenville Pike, Oakdale, PA 15071
412-788-4513
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Canonsburg
210 North Jefferson Avenue, Canonsburg, PA 15317
724-745-5962

9:00 PM Christmas Eve Service
Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, North Huntingdon
1570 Clay Pike, North Huntingdon, PA 15642
724-863-2591

Join Pastor Paul on Thursday mornings on ZOOM from
10 AM to 11 AM for BIBLE STUDY as we dive deeper
into the scripture readings for upcoming Sundays! Bring
your Bible! ALL are welcome!
Scripture readings for upcoming Sundays:
12/5/2021: Ezekiel 37:1-14; John 11:25-26
12/12/2021: Isaiah 55:1-13; John 4:13-14
12/19/2021: John 1:1-18; Psalm 130:5-8
12/26/2021: John 1:19-34; Psalm 32 1-2

PRIVATE COMMUNION
Anyone not able to attend worship services and who
would like to receive Holy Communion at their home,
(following Covid 19 protocols) please contact your church
office or one of the pastors:
Pastor John 412-680-7867,
Pastor Brenda 412-390-8005, or
Pastor Sue 412-496-4889

PLUM will have a Christmas Eve service on
Zoom at 11 PM.
PM All are welcome!
East Liberty Lutheran Church
Currently meeting at the East End Cooperative
Ministry building. Will join other congregations for
Christmas Eve service this year.
412-362-1712
Visit our website, www.plumofpa.com.
www.plumofpa.com This is to a good
way to stay updated, find bulletins, or access a quick

Are you “Struggling with Jesus”?
We want to hear your reflections.
Write your story to share.
Lent begins on March 2, 2022
Details on Lenten devotional
coming soon!

“Let Us Talk”
Thursday, December 9
7-8pm
Guest Facilitator:
Dr. Beverly Harris-Schenz
Hosted by PLUM
Exploring “everyday racism” through stories.
Wondering about the on-going discussion on
racism/anti-racism and the impact on everyday life?
Join us as Dr. Beverly Harris-Schenz
shares one such story, “Routine Traffic Stop.”
A candid conversation
on living with everyday racism.
via Zoom online: https://zoom.us/j/401596541
ADVENT STUDY 2021: The enclosed Advent Study is from ELCA World Hunger. This Advent, we encourage you to
use this resource for personal study or perhaps study with your family, friends or a group from church. As members of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, we are called to share in God’s work in the world. Through ELCA World Hunger,
our church creatively and courageously works toward a just world where all are fed. Together, we act, pray and hope for truly
sufficient, sustainable livelihoods for all. Through God’s work and together as a church, we are achieving things on a scale
and scope we could never do alone. Donations may be made through your congregation or at www.elca.org.

During the holy time of ADVENT,
it is easy to become overworked, stressed,
and tired, even forgetting what the Christmas
season is really about.
The Combined Handbell Choir of Bethany Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Dormont is making plans to prepare for another
performance. The Bell Choir hopes to be a part of PLUM’s
Christmas Eve ZOOM Service. We will be recording our
performance to share on that format.
Bethany would love to have members of PLUM join us for this
musical experience. The choir will meet for practices on
Saturdays in December (December 4th, 11th, and 18th) at 3:00pm.
We will record our performance on the 18th. Practices will take
place in Bethany’s Sanctuary.
Bethany has a three-octave set of handbells, including chimes.
Some musical knowledge is helpful, but not necessary. We will
teach you! Those who have joined us will tell you that practices
and performances are fun filled and quite enjoyable.
If you would be interested in being a part of this joint choir,
please contact Karen in the Church office (412-531-9363 or
bethany-dormont@verizon.net.)
The Combined Handbell Choir looks forward in participating in
the Christmas Eve ZOOM service. We hope you will consider
joining us in this endeavor.

Leave the stress behind for a half hour
and join PLUM for

HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER
Wednesday evenings during Advent
December 1, 8, 15 and 22
7:00 PM on Zoom
Attend one service or all four.
While our prayers float to God along with
the music, we are nourished by the voices of
those singing evening prayer.
You may join in the singing or quietly pray.

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
THANK YOU!

Rise Against Hunger was an enormous success on Saturday,
November 13th. Because of the efforts of all ten congregations of
PLUM, 65 individuals (both young & old) gathered to have an
influence in combatting world hunger. 13,000 meals were
packaged! A check for $4,479.84, donated by PLUM
congregations, was given by PLUM to defray the costs of the
program, including shipping cost of the meals. This is a huge
social ministry undertaking by our churches and could not be
done without the assistance of everyone collaborating with one
another. So, thank you again. Also, because we received a
Thrivent grant, we were able to provide hot soup, sandwiches,
and a variety of sweets to the crew helping. Even though you
might not have seen the crew in the kitchen, they were indeed
busy preparing a “mini feast” for all of us. The meals we
packaged at the last event in 2020 went to school programs in
Madagascar, and Rise Against Hunger will advise us in the near
future where the meals we packaged on the 13th will go. One
more thing – please reserve September 10, 2022 for our next
Rise Against Hunger event when we will embody “God’s Work
– Our Hands” once again.
God’s blessings to you all,
Mary Anne Novak

