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PLUM Afternoon Worship 

Resurrection of Our Lord 

Easter Day 
April 12, 2020 

 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SHARING   God Sightings 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

L: The Lord is risen! 

C: He is risen, indeed! 

L: This is the day that God has made; 

C: Raise your voices and rejoice! 

L: The Lord is risen! 

C: He is risen, indeed! 

HYMN     JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN TODAY  

1 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! 

 our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

 who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 

 suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 

2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 

 unto Christ, our heav'nly king, Alleluia! 

 who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 

 sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 

3 But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 

 our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 

 now above the sky he's king, Alleluia! 

 where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at 

baptism, as the minister begins. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are raised with him to new life. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

Water may be poured into the font  

as the minister gives thanks. 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning you created us in your image 

and planted us in a well-watered garden. 

In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 

and you gave us water from the rock. 

When we did not know the way, 

you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 

At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 

and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 

We praise you for your salvation through water, 

for the water in this font, 

and for all water everywhere. 

Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 

To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

GREETING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE    THIS IS THE FEAST   

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, 

alleluia. Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. This is the 

feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, 

and glory are his. This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Sing with all the people of 

God, and join in the hymn of all creation: This is the 

feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the 

Lamb forever. Amen. This is the feast of victory for our 

God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. For the Lamb who was 

slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. This is the feast of 

victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Holy God, The news of your resurrection 

was shocking and surprising when it was first heard.  

May our joy at these glad tidings give voice to our 

witness and hope to our hearts. In the name of our risen 

Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Psalm 118:21-27 
21 

I thank you that you have answered me 

    and have become my salvation. 
22 

The stone that the builders rejected 

    has become the chief cornerstone. 
23 

This is the Lord’s doing; 

    it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 

This is the day that the Lord has made; 

    let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
25 

Save us, we beseech you, O Lord! 

    O Lord, we beseech you, give us success! 
26 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    We bless you from the house of the Lord. 
27 

The Lord is God, 

    and he has given us light. 

Bind the festal procession with branches, 

    up to the horns of the altar. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 16:1-8 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord. 

Readers: Narrator, Mary, White Robed One 

Narrator: When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, 

and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, 

so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on 

the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they 

went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another,  

Mary: “Who will roll away the stone for us from the 

entrance to the tomb?”  

Narrator: When they looked up, they saw that the stone, 

which was very large, had already been rolled back. As 

they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a 

white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were 

alarmed. But he said to them,  

White Robed One: “Do not be alarmed; you are looking 

for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been 

raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid 

him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going 

ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he 

told you.”  

Narrator: So they went out and fled from the tomb, for 

terror and amazement had seized them; and they said 

nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON PASTOR JOHN GROPP 

LITANY 

It’s human nature to want to cut right to the happy ending. 

 And bypass the sadness entirely. 

But remember: Jesus didn’t bypass the sadness. 

 Jesus lived a fully human life, with tragedies as 

well as triumphs. 

Exhaustion as well as energy, disappointment along with 

satisfaction. 

 And, as with us, death as a punctuation mark. 

Thanks to God in Jesus, though, death is a comma and not 

a period. 

 And the next punctuation is an exclamation point. 

Abundant life forever! Eternal union with our God! 

 Easter morning, shining brightly against the dark 

backdrop of the tomb. 

May we stop fearing life’s downturns, and instead see 

them as backdrops for a glorious future. 

 In the company of the God of beautiful surprises. 

Jesus is risen! 

 Alleluia! He is risen indeed! 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  

 heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the  

 virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  

 crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 

 dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

 heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

 resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

 Amen. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray.  As the women brought you spices, the best 

of what they had, so we too offer up gifts for the work of 

your Church. Bless them and use us as instruments of 

your good news, for the furthering of your gospel 

message. For Jesus’ sake we pray. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

The assisting minister leads in prayer. 

We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.   

A brief silence. 

You give a voice to all your children, even when we are 

frightened into silence. Empower all those who work with 

people struggling to make themselves heard, and to 

remember what their own voices sound like. Risen Lord, 

Hear our prayer. 
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Blooming and growing things begin to greet us in this 

season of resurrection. May we see in them your eternal 

promise to renew all of creation, according to your great 

vision of life. Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 

Like the impossibly heavy stone at Jesus’ tomb, we often 

perceive great obstacles to what we are meant to do. Show 

us that you always provide a way, and that joys beyond 

our imagining await us when we are faithful. Risen Lord, 

Hear our prayer. 

Your new life also gives us life, great Creator. Bestow your 

healing spirit upon all those who need it this day, 

(especially…). Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 

All your saints in heaven and on earth join together to 

rejoice at your resurrection. Make us grateful that because 

of you, we also have a place in your eternal kingdom. 

Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 

Renew us in the promises of baptism. Join us together in 

worship, fellowship, and sharing your good news, 

especially in our present situation of social distancing.  

Embolden us to stretch our comfort zones so we may care 

and serve others. Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 

We pray for our nation and the world as we face new 

uncertainties around coronavirus. Protect the most 

vulnerable among us. Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity 

to health care workers, especially as their work caring for 

others puts them at great risk. Guide us as we consider 

how best to prepare and respond in our families, 

congregations, workplaces, and communities. Give us 

courage to face these days not with fear but with 

compassion, concern, and acts of service, trusting that you 

abide with us always. Risen Lord, Hear our prayer. 

Grant confidence and zeal to members of our PLUM 

congregations, that we may faithfully carry out your work 

which you have entrusted to us. Risen Lord, Hear our 

prayer. 

Here other petitions may be offered. 

In sadness and in joy, you hear our prayers, O God. Hold in 

your hands all these things for which we ask, trusting in the 

mercy of the one who defeated death, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as the 

Lord taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 

trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

The blessing of the living God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

surround and sustain you, keep you from harm, 

and fill you with courage. Amen. 

HYMN      LIFT HIGH THE CROSS  

Refrain 

 Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

 till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 

1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 
 our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain 
 

2 All newborn servants of the Crucified 
 bear on their brows the seal of him who died.  Refrain 
 

3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 
 as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  Refrain 
 

4 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
 praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 
 

DISMISSAL 
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 

Go in peace.  Share the good news.  Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

 
 

PLUM Pastors: 

The Reverend John Gropp  412-680-7867  

The Reverend Brenda Henry  412-390-8005  

The Reverend Susan Devine  412-496-4889  

The Reverend Paul Koch  773-848-1470  

Vicar Mandy Gilberti   814-241-8150  
 

All individuals are encouraged to check the following for 

updates which will be posted by Noon daily: 

●  PLUM website at www.plumofpa.com for all 

news and event updates. 

● PLUM phone hotline412-466-7774           

(messages may also be left on this line or call our 

individual churches) 

The call in line for worship and bible study: 

Zoom online: https://zoom.us/j/401596541 

Zoom by phone: +1 646 876 9923 US 

Meeting ID: 401 596 541 


