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PLUM Evening Prayer 

Maundy Thursday 
April 9, 2020 

 

 

PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SHARING  God Sightings 

 
 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

L: The hour of our Lord draws near. 

C: Stay here, and stay awake! 
 

L: Do not desert him while he prays. 

C: Stay here, and stay awake! 

L: Our savior wants us by his side. 

C: Stay here, and stay awake! 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

L: Most merciful God,  

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 

free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 

with our whole hearts; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 

us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 

name. Amen. 
 

L: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we 

were dead in sin, and made us alive together in Christ.   

By grace you have been saved.   

In the name of +Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.   

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 

Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through 

faith. Amen. 
 

GREETING 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L:  Let us pray.  (Brief Silence) 
 

O Lord, your disciples were not prepared for the events of 

your final days. Give us the perspective which they 

lacked, that we might stay present during this week of 

sorrows, knowing that you are leading us down the right 

path. In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

   
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

MARK 14:22-42 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

Readers: Narrator, Jesus, Peter 

Narrator: While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, 

and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to them, and said, 

Jesus: “Take; this is my body.” 

Narrator: Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he 

gave it to them, and all of them drank from it. He said to 

them,  

Jesus: “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured 

out for many. Truly I tell you, I will never again drink of 

the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in 

the kingdom of God.” 

Narrator: When they had sung the hymn, they went out 

to the Mount of Olives. And Jesus said to them, 

Jesus: “You will all become deserters; for it is written, 

‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’ 

But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.”  

Narrator: Peter said to him, 

Peter: “Even though all become deserters, I will not.” 

Narrator: Jesus said to him, 

Jesus: “Truly I tell you, this day, this very night, before 

the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.”  

Narrator: But he said vehemently, 

Peter: “Even though I must die with you, I will not deny 

you.”  

Narrator: And all of them said the same. They went to a 

place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, 

Jesus: “Sit here while I pray.” 

Narrator: He took with him Peter and James and John, 

and began to be distressed and agitated. And he said to 

them, 
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Jesus: “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, 

and keep awake.” 

Narrator: And going a little farther, he threw himself on 

the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour 

might pass from him. He said, 

Jesus: “Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; 

remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what 

you want.” 

Narrator: He came and found them sleeping; and he said 

to Peter, 

Jesus: “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep awake 

one hour? Keep awake and pray that you may not come 

into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the 

flesh is weak.” 

Narrator: And again he went away and prayed, saying 

the same words. And once more he came and found them 

sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; and they did not 

know what to say to him. He came a third time and said to 

them, 

Jesus: “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? 

Enough! The hour has come; the Son of Man is betrayed 

into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my 

betrayer is at hand.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

 

SERMON            Pastor Brenda Henry 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   Stay With Me 

Stay with me,  

Remain here with me, 

Watch and pray.  

Watch and pray. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Of all the offerings we could bring, O God, you most 

desire our faithful hearts. Bless these gifts as signs of 

our gratitude for all that you have done and continue 

to do for us, for the sake of your beloved Son. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

L: Turning our hearts to God who is gracious, loving and 

merciful, we pray for the church, the world, and all 

who are in need.  
 

A brief silence. 
 

L: Your struggle was not one of swords and weapons, O 

Lord, but a battle for hearts and souls. Give us your 

peace as we face our own challenges, knowing that 

you are ever beside us with the Spirit’s power. God of 

surrender, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: We do not always understand the art of harmonizing 

with nature’s design rather than trying to resist or 

conquer it. We think we can defy aging, consume 

endlessly with no consequence, or ignore the real 

effects which our impractical lives have on the earth. 

Radically transform our relationship with the creation 

which houses us and with which we share a common 

identity. God of surrender, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: As our Jewish sisters and brothers begin their 

celebration of Passover, so we remember that night 

when you spent one final meal with your disciples. 

Remind us again of the covenant made in your blood, 

which we also share and which cannot be broken. God 

of surrender, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: We place ourselves and our lives into your healing 

hands, knowing that you have the power to mend all 

that is broken within us. Look after those whom we 

know need your care, (especially…). God of 

surrender, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L: For your beloved servant Dietrich Bonhoeffer we give 

you thanks. May his inspiring sacrifice for the sake of 

truth and faithfulness be the model to which we look 

in times of challenge and hardship. God of surrender, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L:  Open the hearts of leaders and authorities, that they 

hear the cries of the suffering and act with compassion 

toward them. God of surrender, God of surrender, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L:  Mend the hearts of those who grieve broken 

relationships, whether by conflict, abuse, divorce, or 

death. Draw near to all who are ill (especially, 

_______ ). Assure those questioning your presence in 

the midst of doubt or suffering. God of surrender, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L:  We pray for our nation and the world as we face new 

uncertainties around coronavirus. Protect the most 

vulnerable among us. Grant wisdom, patience, and 

clarity to health care workers, especially as their work 

caring for others puts them at great risk. Guide us as 

we consider how best to prepare and respond in our 

families, congregations, workplaces, and 
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communities. Give us courage to face these days not 

with fear but with compassion, concern, and acts of 

service, trusting that you abide with us always. God of 

surrender, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

L:   Grant confidence and zeal to members of our PLUM 

congregations, that we may faithfully carry out your 

work which you have entrusted to us. God of 

surrender, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

Here other petitions may be offered. 
 

L:   As you heard the prayers of your only son on the night 

of his betrayal, so hear us now as we bring before you 

all that is in our hearts. We offer it all in the name of 

our faithful Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

L:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as the 

Lord taught us. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

POSTLUDE (Opportunity for quiet meditation. You may 

read Psalm 88.  We will end in silence.) 
 

 PSALM 88 
1
O LORD, God of my salvation, 

 when, at night, I cry out in your presence, 

 
2
let my prayer come before you; 

 incline your ear to my cry. 

 
3
For my soul is full of troubles, 

 and my life draws near to Sheol. 

 
4
I am counted among those who go down to the Pit; 

 I am like those who have no help, 

 
5
like those forsaken among the dead, 

 like the slain that lie in the grave, 

 like those whom you remember no more, 

 for they are cut off from your hand. 

 
6
You have put me in the depths of the Pit, 

 in the regions dark and deep. 

 
7
Your wrath lies heavy upon me, 

 and you overwhelm me with all your waves. 

 
8
You have caused my companions to shun me; 

 you have made me a thing of horror to them. 

 I am shut in so that I cannot escape; 

 
9
my eye grows dim through sorrow. 

 Every day I call on you, O LORD; 

 I spread out my hands to you. 

 
10

Do you work wonders for the dead? 

 Do the shades rise up to praise you? 

 
11

Is your steadfast love declared in the grave, 

 or your faithfulness in Abaddon? 

 
12

Are your wonders known in the darkness, 

 or your saving help in the land of forgetfulness? 

 
13

But I, O LORD, cry out to you; 

 in the morning my prayer comes before you. 

 
14

O LORD, why do you cast me off? 

 Why do you hide your face from me? 

 
15

Wretched and close to death from my youth up, 

 I suffer your terrors; I am desperate. 

 
16

Your wrath has swept over me; 

 your dread assaults destroy me. 

 
17

They surround me like a flood all day long; 

 from all sides they close in on me. 

 
18

You have caused friend and neighbor to shun me; 

 my companions are in darkness. 

            

All depart in silence. 

 
 

PLUM Pastors: 
The Reverend John Gropp  412-680-7867  

The Reverend Brenda Henry  412-390-8005  

The Reverend Susan Devine  412-496-4889  

The Reverend Paul Koch  773-848-1470  

Vicar Mandy Gilberti   814-241-8150  
 

All individuals are encouraged to check the following for 

updates which will be posted by Noon daily: 

● PLUM website at www.plumofpa.com for all 

news and event updates. 

● PLUM phone hotline412-466-7774(messages 

may also be left on this line or call our 

individual churches) 

The call in line for worship and bible study: 

Zoom online: https://zoom.us/j/401596541 

Zoom by phone: +1 646 876 9923 US 

Meeting ID: 401 596 541 


