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JESUS COMES TO CALL US OUT
“And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.” (Luke 4.7)
This verse from Luke’s Gospel brings to mind very special and cherished images: a specially crafted
shelter containing Mary, Joseph, sheep, shepherds, and perhaps a star and angel. Of course, at the
center of the scene is a newborn baby. Perhaps this verse also brings to mind beloved Christmas
carols, like Silent Night and Hark the Herald Angels Sing. And it might remind us of a gaily decorated
church with a sparkling Christmas tree and candles all through the sanctuary. The verse might also
bring to mind family and friends, near and far, who have come to celebrate the holy day. It is a familiar,
comfortable and comforting scene.
Given our current circumstances, these images and memories will at best be virtually portrayed or not
seen at all. While this reality might discourage or dampen our enthusiasm for Christmas, we would do
well to plunge ourselves into the meaning and significance of the birth of Jesus - the center of all these
images and merrymaking.
We might remind ourselves that Jesus was born into a hostile world to an oppressed people. Within
two years of his birth, King Herod sent his army/police to slay all male children two years or younger!
Jesus’ birth did not immediately improve the lot of the shepherds, members of the poor, underclass.
And his birth did not improve international relations between the Magi and King Herod. Soon after
Jesus’ birth, the Holy Family took on the plight of the dislocated when they escaped to Egypt in order
to avoid the murderous police sent from Jerusalem.
Finally, let us not forget that Mary and Joseph were not wealthy or privileged. At first, they didn’t receive
a warm welcome in Bethlehem. In fact, there is no mention that the assistance of a midwife or even
neighboring women were available to Mary as she labored in childbirth.
But what was that message that the angels sang in the sky to the shepherds and shepherdesses: “Do
not be afraid; for see - I am bringing you goods news of great joy for all the people: to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord . . . Glory to God in the
highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom God favors.” Regardless of our
circumstances, we are invited to give God the glory and to celebrate the arrival of our Savior and Lord
into our world and into our hearts and homes.

This wonderful announcement is made to those of us who are struggling to keep our children safe from
the virus while feeding, clothing, sheltering and providing for their education. The announcement is
ringing in the ears of the seniors who live at home, in senior facilities or are lying in the hospital. It is a
joyous announcement to first responders and all the service people who spend what seem like endless
hours helping and assisting our families and neighbors.
If ever there were a time to sing with loud voices “Hark! The Herald Angels sing. Glory to the
newborn king; peace on earth, and mercy mild.” This is an announcement that is also sent out to
the impoverished of the world, living in the slums of Argentina, in the refugee camps of the Middle East,
and in the pockets of poverty in the USA. This is an announcement that is sent to those suffering from
various addictions (rich and poor) and those who are lost searching for meaning in their life.
This year’s celebration of Christmas may not look like the Christmases of the past and may not live up
to our expectations and memories; however, the message is still true and genuine: God’s Love came
down from heaven on Christmas and continues to come down for all of God’s people, regardless of
their current circumstances.
“Come, let us adore Him, come, let us adore Him, come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!”
+Pastor Paul for the PLUM Pastoral Staff

▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪
ST ANDREW NEWS
COVID-19 UPDATE AT ST. ANDREW
After careful prayer and deliberation of the COVID-19 health guidance, Pittsburgh Lutheran United
Ministries and St. Andrew Lutheran Church have taken a proactive approach to care for our
congregation and our community by suspending all worship services and activities until further
notice.
For PLUM updates during the Covid-19 pandemic, please visit our What's New web page. For your
friends and neighbors who do not have internet access, please tell them that they can call
412-466-7774 for daily updates. Updates will be posted daily, by Noon.

▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

12-13
12-13
12-16
12-21
12-22
12-25
12-27

1-8
1-9
1-28

Nicholas Keifner
Sue Whitfield
Pastor Brenda Henry
Beau Drain
Ken Gloor
Barbara Malizio
Mitchell Malizio

Amara Hitt
Janet Comber
Jodi Keifner

ENJOY YOUR SPECIAL DAY

▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪
CHURCH OFFICE HOLIDAY HOURS
The Church Office will be closed for the holidays on December 24th, 25th, 26th, 31st,
and January 1st. Have a blessed Christmas and a healthy and happy New Year!

▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪

LET US REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS:
AT HOME: Joe Beamer, John Beamer, Lisa Bishop, Kathy Boner, Kelly Bundridge,
Ramona Cavey, Bill Clarke, Phyllis Connelly, Nicholas Crew, Sarah Davis, Franci Deal,
Don Drain, Hunter Drain, Beau Drain, Terry Faust, Brandon Fields, Lamonica Fields, Agnes
Gazda, Jeff Gazda, Ron Gazda, Justin Gloor, Margie Hrabovsky, John Huber, Jodi Keifner,
Mark Koss, Kylie Kulyk, Diane Long, Keith Malizio, Joan Mator, Marge Measel, Michael
Patrick, Lorelie Patrick, Roger Reynolds Sr, Marie Schwartzmiller, Ethan Shafer, Susan
Shey, Teresa Stacy, Lori Sunday, Estella Sutton, Karen Sutton, Raymond Sutton, Kathy
Voner, Jasmine Vue, Greg Waldo, Deborah Ward, Toni Ward, Christina Watson, Debbie Westfall, Bill
Westfall, Keith Whitfield, Dolores Yadrick, Theresa Zatezalo, Diane Zeiger, the Churches of PLUM,
the families of those lost in battle and all those suffering due to natural disasters.
FYI: The prayer list above has become quite large and not many changes have been made to it in the
past 16 months. In January, we will be wiping the prayer list clean and starting fresh for the new year.
At that time, you will be able to place friends and loved ones onto the prayer list once again.

▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪
REMEMBER THOSE WHO CAN’T BE WITH US
As you are finishing up your Christmas cards or even if you’ve decided to curtail your Christmas card
list this year, consider sending greetings to our sisters in Christ who aren’t able to worship with us,
and may not be able to access ZOOM worship. The holidays are a difficult time for many. Being
remembered by brothers and sisters in the faith, means a lot!
Ms. Katherine Hrabovsky
1700 Grandview Avenue #1002
Pittsburgh, PA 15211-1000

Ms. Margaret Hrabovsky
1300 Bower Hill Road #1222
Pittsburgh, PA 15243-1391

Ms. Marie Pastorius
3040 Allendale Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15204-1702

Ms. Diane Resch
3139 Ashlyn Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15204-1705

Mrs. Marie Schwartzmiller
10 Stratford Court
Carnegie, PA 15106-1573

Ms. Etta Ulrich
639 Elders Ridge Road
Saltsburg, PA 15681

Ms. Toni Ward
915 Idlewood Avenue
East Carnegie, PA 15106-1211

▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪
2021 CHURCH OFFERING ENVELOPES
The 2021 Church offering envelopes will be available in the narthex of the church beginning
Monday, December 14th. You may stop in during office hours to pick up your envelopes, just let the
Church office know. Envelopes will be available to active members of St. Andrew. If you find you have
been missed, just let the office know. We’ll be happy to get them to you.

▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪
2021 SANCTUARY LAMP CALENDAR
The 2021 Sanctuary Lamp Calendar will be available by Monday, December 14th. If you would
like to reserve a candle as a memorial, please contact the Church office and Karen will add your
information to the list. If you want a specific Sunday, call the office as soon as possible to secure your
date. The cost of the candle is still only $5.00, but fees will not be collected until the new year when
we are hopefully back to in-person worship.

▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪

SAL COUNCIL MEETING
St. Andrew’s December Council Meeting will be on Monday, December 14th at 5:00pm via ZOOM
format. The January Council Meeting will be on Monday, January 11th at 5:00pm, once again
on ZOOM format. Thank you, Council for all you do to keep St. Andrew running smoothly!

▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪
EVERGREEN MINISTRY
Evergreen Events have continued despite Covid-19 restrictions. Thank you to Bobbie Everly and
Marilyn Rogers for ensuring that the Evergreen residents still experience the caring of St. Andrew’s.
As restriction have once again tightened, please contact Bobbie or Marilyn to see how they will be
handling December and January Evergreen activities.

▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪
ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING
St. Andrew’s Annual Congregational Meeting is tentatively scheduled for Sunday, January 17,
2021. Due to the increased Covid-19 restrictions, this meeting will probably be held via the ZOOM
format. Please submit all annual reports to the Church office by Monday, January 11th. This
meeting will be important, as the 2021 Church Budget will need to be voted on, so look out for more
information on the meeting to be shared after the New Year. Thank you

▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪

PLUM NEWS
CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Dear PLUM Congregations,
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13
To better care for our communities in a time of increasing COVID-19 numbers, the strong
recommendation of Bishop Kusserow and in consultation with the PLUM Board, it is the decision of
the pastoral team to suspend all in-person worship and meetings at this time. We will continue to
discern when it is appropriate to resume in-person gatherings in consultation with the Synod office.
Recognizing the uniqueness and difficulty of the times we are in this is not an easy decision. We
faced this situation in the Spring and together we cared for each other. As we come to the close of
our church year and get ready to enter into the season of Advent, we do so with the assurance that
our waiting is one filled with Hope that Christ is with us.
To continue caring for our communities during this time of suspended in-person gatherings, we will
offer two weekly Zoom Sunday services (10:30 am and 3:00 pm) with communion. We will also be
offering two Zoom Christmas Eve services (7 pm and 11:30 pm). Please know that your pastoral
team is available to you. Do not hesitate to contact us to share concerns and celebrations. May the
Love of God be your comfort and peace.
In service together,
The PLUM Pastoral Team

▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪
ADVENT FAMILY BIBLE STUDY
Please join friends from PLUM for Advent Family Bible Study on Zoom. This study starts Tuesday,
December 1, 2020, at 1pm and the same study will be offered on Thursday evenings at 7pm. We
will explore the meaning behind the four candles of the Advent Wreath. HOPE FAITH JOY
LOVE. You are always welcome!

▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪

AT HOME TAIZÉ PRAYER SERVICES
During this time of the Coronavirus and Social Distancing, Prayer is a source of Comfort.
Please join us in Taizé Prayer from the safety of your homes on Friday, December 4, 2020 and
Friday, January 8, 2021. The time for worship will be 7PM. To participate in the Taizé Prayer
services, go to PLUM’s Zoom page. If you have questions, call Pastor Sue (412-496-4889) or Pastor
Brenda (412-390-8005). Thank you.

▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪
CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS EVE WITH PLUM
Pittsburgh Lutheran United Ministries cordially invites you to join the members of PLUM for a ZOOM
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE on December 24, 2020. There will be two services; a family oriented
one at 7pm and later candlelight service at 11:30pm.
Join us via Zoom online: https://zoom.us/j/401596541. You may also join Zoom by phone: (646)
876-9923 Meeting ID: 401596541. We hope you will join us as we welcome our Savior.

▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪

▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪▪
May Peace be your gift at Christmas
and your blessing all year through.
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